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IN  TROD  UCTION. 


IT  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  pcrverfity 
fliews  itfelf  fo  early,  as  we  generally  find 
it  does,  in  young  children:  and  this  is  prin- 
cipally owing  to  the  over-indulgence  of  pa- 
rents, who  cannot  perfuade  themfelves  to  curb 
them  in  their  infancy,  hoping,  that  when 
they  grow  up,  reafonzmd  prudence  will  point 
out  to  them  their  errors.  Children  begin  to 
think  much  earlier  than  people  generally 
imagine;  and  were  their  inclinations  and 
paflions  to  be  checked  on  their  firft  appear- 
ance, the  matter  would  not  be  difficult.  For 
want  of  flriclly  adhering  to  this  rule,  the 
tutor  has  frequently  more  to  do,  to  keep  or- 
der in  his  fchool,  than  he  has  to  inftruft  them 
in  the  fciences.  Feuds  and  contentions  fre- 
quently arife  among  them,  which  take  oft 
their  attention  from  learning. 

Gw.  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  rod 
A  2  and 
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and  the  cane  had  better  be  laid  afide:  and,  if 
we  can  bring  them  to  a  fenfe  of  th^ir  errors, 
either  .by  inflicting  on  them  forne  kind  of 
difgrace,  or  depriving  them  of  any  parlicular 
obji<ft  ;!:a"  p!e;iies  them,  we  {hould  govern 
whh  fuccefs. 

:J  'utor  J  am  inclined  to  eilablifh  among 
them  a  kind  of  equitable  court,  in  which  one 
of  the  el  deft  fhouid  fit  a,s  a  fupreme  judge. 
He  fhouid  hear  a]!  complaints  againft  any  one 
who  (hould  be  accufed.  Their  punimments 
fliould  extend  on};  on  flight  occafion?,  to 
the  depriving  them  of  cakes  and  fruit  for  a. 
time,  which  fhouid  be  limited  in  proportion 
to  the  degrees  of  their  crimes.  When  any 
of  them  are  found  guiity  of  being  turbulent, 
quarrelfome,  an-*!  feditious,  fentence  (hould 
be  given  againft  them,  that  no  one  [hould 
pr?fume  to  fpeak  to  them  for  a  certain  time, 
under  particular  penalties;  I  am  inclined  to 
think  this  method  of  treating  them  would 
have  a  proper  eff.d.  When  they  are  cor- 
rected by  the  hands  of  their  governor,  it  is  no 
fooner  over  tli  >n  forgotten,  and  their  compa- 
nions immeuia.iy  crowd  around  them,  to 
confole  them  under  a  misfortune,  which  they 
know  not  how  fopn  may  be  their  own.  cafe ; 

but 
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but  when  they  are  made  judges  of  their  own 
caufe,  with  refpeft  to  harmony  among  them- 
felves,  it  will  become  the  intereftof  every  one 
to  abide  by  the  general  determination,  and 
the  fhame  of  being  condemned  by  their  own 
companions,  may  have  a  far  greater  effeft  on 
them  than  any  other  kind  of  correction  pof- 
fibly  can;  and  to-morrow,  I  (hall  try  to  put 
h  in  practice. 
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JUFEN1LE  TRIALS. 


TRIAL  THE  FIRST. 

THE  next  morning,  the  governor  called 
all  his  fcnolar?  together,  and  thus  fpoke 
to  them:  "  My  little  pupils,  1  confider  ir.yfclf 
as  a  fhepherd,  and  you  as  the  little  flock,  over 
whom  I  am  pl«ce \  by  you-  parents.  It  has 
always  been  my  itudy  to  k-?ep  harm  ny  and 
good  temper  amang  you,  at  lead  to  endea- 
vour at  it;  to  give  you  a  tafte  for  folid  learn- 
i"'^,  virtue,  and  morality;  and  to  infpire  you 
with  inch  notions,  as  when  you  mall  arrive 
at  an  age,  in  which  yea  (hall  quit  this  place, 
you  may  launch  forth  into  the  world  with 
liicii  happy  difv'ofitiop.s,  as  may  diretfl  you 
how  to  keep  clear  of  thofe  fatal  rocks,  on 
which  the  giddy  and  the  thoughticfs  are 
often  wrecked.  But,  alas!  in  fpite  of  all  my 
endeavours,  I  have  the  onbapptoefs  to  find 

you 
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you  ftill  quarrel  among  yourfelves;  you  tell 
fibs,  rob  orchards,  and  are  guilty  of  other  ir- 
regularities, which  are  committed  only  by 
naughty  and  diibbedient  children. 

"  Correction  is  of  all  things,  the  moft 
difpjeafing  to  a  fond  and  indulgent  tutor, 
who  would  wifh  to  fubdue  yonr  paflions,  ra- 
ther by  reafon  than  force.  With  this  view, 
I  am  defirous  of  eftablifhing  among  you,  a 
court  of  enquiry,  at  the  head  of  which  I 
would  recommend  yon  to  place,  as  chief 
juftice,  Charles  Meanwell;  his  character  is 
well  known  among  you,  and  as  he  is  pre- 
fent,  I  will  fave  his  modefty  the  blufh,  by 
hearing  his  virtues  recounted  to  his  face. 
The  choice,  however,  of  your  judge,  ihall 
be  left  to  yourfelves.  -  That  he  may  not  have 
it  abfolutely  in  his  power  to  decide  juft  as  he 
pleafes,  on  every  complaint  which  ihall  be 
made.  1  would  recommend  the  following 
mode  of  proceeding : 

*'  When  any  one  among  you  has  commit- 
ted an  offence,  fuch  as  fhall  be  d.eemed  wor- 
thy of  punifhment,  complaint  may  be  made 
thereof  to  the  judge,  who  mall  examine  the 
complainants.  And  here  1  muft  obferve, 
ihould  any  one  fptefully  lay  a  falfe  charge  to 

another. 
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another,  or  give  a  falfe  evidence  in  court, they 
fhall  be  deemed  guilty  of  the  moft  capital 
offence,  and  punimed  accordingly.  If  the 
judge  (hall  deem  the  complaint  a  juft  one, 
though  only  of  a  very  trifling  nature,  then  he 
Ihall  fend  for  the  party  accufed,  inquire  into  the 
nutter  himfelf,  and,  if  he  finds  the  charge  is 
true,  and  the  accufed  is  forry  for  his  crime, 
then  he  ihall  content  himfelf  with  reprimand- 
ing him,  and  ordering  his  fecretary  to  make 
a  minute  thereof,  in  a  book  kept  for  that 
purpofe ;  but  (hall  not,  ofjiirnfejf,  have  any 
power  to  inflift  punifhment;?. 

"  If  the  party  accufed  fhould  be  oblVmate, 
or  be  found  culpable  a  fecond  time,  then  the 
judge  (hall  order  his  fecretary  to  give  notice 
for  trial  the  next  day  in  the  Great  Hall, 
which  will  be  open  to  every  one,  during  the 
courfe  of  any  judicial  proceedings.  The  ac- 
cufed, (who  fhall  be  obliged  to  keep  his 
chamber  till  the  trial  is  finifhed,  and  judgment 
given,  excepting  the  time  he  is  at  the  bar 
before  his  judges)  (hall  have  notice  to  pre- 
pare for  his  defence,  and  to  name  any  fix,  by 
whofe  judgment  he  will  a*bide ;  if  the  pri- 
foner  is  a  female,  then  fo  many  young  ladies. 
Jf  the  accufed  Ihould  think  the  pont&saent 

too 
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too  fevere,  or  the  jury  (hall  br'ng  it  \K  facial, 
then  1  will  determine  it." 

Their  tutor  had  no  fooner  finifhed,  than  a 
murmur  was  heard  throughout  the  little  af~ 
fembly  ;  but  it  was  not  a  murmur  of  difcon- 
tent,  but  fharne,  that  they  fhould  have  b^-en 
fo  naughty  and  unruly,  as  to  oblige  their  go- 
vernor to  erecl:  fuch  a  tribunal  among  them. 
See  them  all  aflfembled. 


They  began  to  accuf>-  each  other  as  the 
caufe  of  it ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  fay  where 
the  difpute  would  Rave  ended,  had  not  Charles 
Meanwell  and  Lucy  Sterling  QXtinguifhed 
the  flame,  juft  as  it  was  kindling.  Their 

tempers 
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tempers  being  brought  back  to  their  proper 
pitch,  they  proceeded  to  bufinefs,  and  Charles 
Meanwell  and  Lucy  Stirling  were  voted  into 
thofe  high  offices,  to  which  their  governor 
had  recommended  them.  They  both  retired 
coveied  with  bluflies  at  the  marks  of  fupe- 
riority  fliewn  them. 

The  reft  of  the  aflembly  departed  to  their 
chambers,  filled  with  uneafmefs  for  the  re- 
proach they  had  received,  and  determined 
never  to  be  guilty  of  any  fault  that  might 
bring  them  to  a  public  trial.  Thefe  reflec- 
tions were  foon  forgotten ;  for,  in  lefs  than 
three  days,  Billy  Prattle  was  brought  before 
Judge  Meanwell,  charged  with  the  criine  of 
robbing  an  orchard. 

The  judge  di  Unified  him  the  fir  ft  time, 
with  a  gentle  reproof;  and,  though  he  was  st 
fecond  time  accufed,  the  judge  even  then 
difmuTed  him,  after  feverely  chiding  him, 
snd  6n  his  promife  never  to  be  guilty  of'  the 
like.  Nohvithitanding  this  clemency,  he 
was  the  next  week  brought  before  him,  charg- 
ed with  not  only  robbing  an  orchard,  but 
breaking  off  the  boughs,  and  damaging  the 
hedges.  Judge  Meanwell  now  perceived  his 
clemency  was  ill  bellowed,  and,  defpairing  of 

leforniing 
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reforming  him  by  kindnefs,  ordered  him  a 
clofe  prifoner  to  his  chamber  till  the  next 
day,  to  prepare  for  his  defence  and  name  his 
jury. 

Their  tutor  had  taken  care  to  make  every- 
thing as  folemn  as  poifible,  that  it  might 
make  the  greater  impreffion  on  their  minds. 
This  court  was  to  be  held  in  the  great  hall, 
at  the  upper  end  of  which  was  placed  a  large 
chair  elevated  three  or  four  fleps'.  On  the 
right  hand  of  the  judge,  fat  the  fecretary; 
and  at  the  foot  of  the  chair  was  a  form  with 
a  defk,  for  the  jury.  On  one  fide  ftood  the 
accufed  by  himfelf,  and,  on  the  oppofitefide, 
the  witnefles.  The  audience  flood  at  the 
bottom  part  of  the  hall. 

The  court  being  aflfembled,  and  filence  de- 
manded, the  fecretary  opened  the  trial,  by 
crying  aloud,  f<  Tommy  Telhruth  againft 
Billy  Prattle,  for  robbing  an  orchard/* 

judgt  Meawwell.  My  little  fchool -fel- 
lows, you  cannot  but  be  fenflble,  that  it  is 
not  the  defire  of  governing  others,  at  an  age 
in  which  I  ftand  fo  much  in  need  of  being 
governed  myfelf,  which  has  raifed  me  to  this 
office.  It  was  you  who  forced  it  on  me,  it 
ruuft  be  you  who  can  fupport  me  i-n  it;  and  I 

defire 
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defire  to  continue  it  no  longer,  than  I  (hall 
impartially  adminiler  juftice.  Should  I  be 
thought  guilty  of  a  crime^i  will  quit  this  chair, 
and  appear  at  this  bar  as  a  criminal;  but  while 
I  continue  in  this  chair,  I  will  maintain  it 
authority,  will  (hew  partiality  to  none, 
and  will  pu.iim  the  offender.  I  will  mew 
clemency,  where  there  is  room  for  it ;  and  I 
will  be  the  counfcl  for  the  accufed.  I  muft 
beg  of  you  not  to  treat  this  matter  lightly: 
it  is  the  refult  of  the  wifeft  deliberation  of 
your  tutors:  it  is  done  to  make  you  reflect 
on  your  own  conduct,  that  you  may  now  fee 
your  own  errors,  ai;J  prevent  your  imbibing 
thofe  notions,  which,  if  not  checked,  may 
one  day  bring  you  before  a  more  awful  tri- 
bunal. I  mall  not  pot  the  queftion,  whether 
guiity  or  not,  but  mall  leave  tlse  \vitneifes  to 
prove  every  thing,  then  hear  what  the  accuf- 
ed has  to  fay  in  his  own  defence,  and,  after 
having  fummed  up  the  whole,  (hail  leave  ihe 
fif:*l  uecifion  to  the  jury.  But  let  me  audrefs 
myfeif  to  thofe,  who  may  be  evidences  on 
this  or  any  future  trial.  It  is  an  invariable 
rule  in  all  courts  of  juftice,  to  give  in  evi- 
dence on  oath ;  but  here  that  form  Will  not 
be  admitted.  Let  them,  however,  remem- 
ber, 
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her,  than  they  who  can  fuffer  themfelves  to 
advance  a  faliky  to  the  prejudice  of  another, 
even  upon  their  bare  word,  will  not  refufe  to 
confirm  it  in  the  molt  folemn  manner  Of 
all  crimes  a  young  gentleman  can  be  guilty 
of,  a  lie  i^  the  moft  inexcufable.  It  is  by  no 
means  allowable  to  tell  a  falfity,  even  to  ex- 
cufe  an  error  j  t«t  to  tell  one  with  a  tendency 
to  injure,  is  abominable,  is  a  mark  of  a  mean, 
degenerate,  and  wicked  rnind.  I  laftly  sd- 
drefs  myfelf  to  you  gentlemen  of  the  jury. 
In  the  caufe  now  before  you,  the  fate  of  an 
nccufH  lies  more  in  your  hands  than  mine  ; 
by  you  he  muft  be  either  found  guilty  or  ac- 
quitted. Be  attentive,  therefore,  to  the  evi- 
dence given,  and  judge  of  every  thing  with 
impartiality. 

Secretary*  Tommy  Telltruth,  fupport  the 
charge. 

Tel/tnrJj.  I  am  well  known  as  the  fchool- 
fellow  of  the  accufed.  lam  not  actuated  to 
this  charge  by  any  other  motive  than  the  love 
of  ju(iic>.%f  and  the  deiire  of  acquitting  myfelf 
of  a  crime  which  was  unjuftly  laid  f.  me. 

Jiidge.  You  accufe  him  of  robbing  an  or- 
chard; that  is  the  matter  you  are  to  prove. 
To  whom  did  this  orchard  belong  ? 

B  Telltrutb* 


14  JUVENILE  TRIALS. 

Telltruth*  To  my  uncle.  It  is  about  a 
mile  from  hence. 

Judge.  What  did  he  take  from  this  or- 
chard. 

Telltruib.  Eighteen  codlins,  and  a  large 
bough  full  of  black  cherries,  which  he  broke 
ofF  to  the  injury  of  the  tree, 

Judge.  How  do  you  know  that  he  did  all 
this?  Was  he  taken  in  the  fact  ? 

Telltrutb.  One  of  my  uncle's  fervants  pur- 
fued  him,  and  took  the  fruit  from  him. 

Judge.  As  he  was  not  taken  on  the  fpot, 
you  rnuft  tell  the  jury  how  you  knew  th?s 
fruit  to  be  your  uncle's ;  for  that  muft  be  mads 
to  appear  clearly,  otherwife  your  evidence 
will  amount  to  nothing. 

Ttlltruth.  My  governor  give?  me  leave  to 
pafs  every  Sunday  with  my  uacie.  His  or- 
chard has  been  frequently  robbed;  and,  as 
boys  have  been  often  feen  in  it,  and  clofeJy 
purfued,  but  always  loft  about  this  fpot,  my 
uncle  concluded  it  was  a  combination  between 
me  and  my  fchool- fellows.  All  my  preten- 
fions  to  innocence  were  in  vain.  I  therefore 
determined  one  morning  to  go  en  the  watch 
myfelf,  and  had  hardly  taken  my  hkittg- 
place,  when  I  faw  Billy  Prattle  enter. 

Judge. 
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In  what  manner  did  he  gain  en- 
trance; was  it  over  a  wall,  or  how? 

Tcihratb.  One  fide  of  the  orchard  has  no 
waJl,  only  a  ilrong  quick fet  hedge;  through 
T-t.i^  he  had  cut  a  paflage,  and  after  he  came 
cut  of  the  orchard,  fo  artfully  clofed  it  up, 
that  it  was  difficult  for  us  to  find  the  fpot 
again.  I  faw  him  gather  all  the  fruit,  and 
parricularly  took  notice  of  his  breaking  off 
the  branch  from  the  cherry-tree. 


Judge.  How  came  he  to  be  purfued  by  an- 
other perfon,  and  not  by  yourfelf. 

Telltruth.  1  \vcnt  and  informed  my  uncle, 
who  fent  a  fervant  after  him;  he  came  up 
whh  him,  and  took  the  fruit  from  him. 

B  2  Judge, 
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Judge.     Call  ap  the  next  evidence. 

..Secretary.  Jeremiah  Trufty  give  evidence. 

Judge.     What  do  you  k now  of  thisinatter  ? 

Tnjjh.  I  am  uihe*  of  the  fchool.  I  have 
frequently  obferved  tVat  the  accafed  had  a 
vaft  quantity  of  fruit  by  him,  but  could  never 
tell  how  he  came  by  it;  but  was  a  little  fuf- 
picioirs,  as  I  frequently  miffed  him  on  Sunday 
mornings,  when  the  fcholars  were  allowed  to 
walk  in  a  neighbouring  field. 

Judge. .  Did  he  ever  give  you  any  of  the 
fruit? 

Trufty.      Frequently. 

Judge.  And  did  you  never  enquire  how 
he  came  by  it? 

Trnfiy.      No. 

Judge.  Well,  what  do  you  know  further 
cf  tH 

When  the  accufed  was  committed 
to  my  cuftody,  I  VVLS  ordered,  by  our  tuior  to 
\  his  packets;  I  found  two  letters,  the 
one  til  reded  to  his  lifter  in  London,  and  the 
other  to  a  particular  playmate,  who  lives  at  a 
fcho:;  ..  -:  miles  diiiance. 

Have  you  got  thofe  letters  about 
you?  If  you  rave,,  read  them. 

Tru/fji.    I   have.     Here   they    are.     The 

firfl 
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firft  is  to  his  fitter.  «'  Dear  filter,  I  promifed 
you  a  ba&et  of  fruit,  and  1  will  foon  fend  it 
you.  There  is  fuch  a  (harp  look  out  in  our 
garden,  that  there  is.no  macing  any  thing; 
but  within  a  mile  of  us,  there  is  a  fine  or- 
chard, well  (locked  with  fruit,  of  which  I 
hope  foon  to  fend  you  a  good  account,  &c." 
This  is  the  other  letter,  which  he  intended  to 
have  fent  to  his  playmate.  "  Dear  Tom,  I 
have  this  day  met  with  a  fad  difafter.  I  had 
found  means  to  ileal  away  from  the  Ufher, 
and  was  returning  with  a  fine  booty  from  the 
orchard  of  Telltruth's  uncle,  when  I  was 
purfiied  by  one  of  his  fervants,  had  my  cargo 
(eizcfi  on,  and  rnyfelf  very  roughly  handled. 
Adieu,  for  the  prefent,  &c." 

jvdg£»  Do  you  believe  thofe  letters  to  be 
his  own  han3  writing? 

'Trafy.  I  cannot  doubt  it,  my  lord,  be- 
fides,  he  has  confefied  they  are. 

Judge.  I  think  there  is  no  cccafion  for  ex- 
aniiaiag  any  more  witnefle.s.  Billy  Prattle, 
what  have  you  got  to  fay  in  your  defence? 

Prattle.     I  fnail  not  long  detain  this  court 

in  making  my  defence;  indeed,  the  evidence 

is  too  plain  againft  me  to  admit  of  any.     I 

did  apt  however,  hope  any  thing  from  the 

B  3  deficiency 
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deficiency  of  evidence;  for,  had  I  been  at  . 
firft  called  on  to  plead,  I  fhould  have  owned 
my  guilt.  I  confcfs  this  is  not  the  firft  time 
I  have  robbed ;  and  1  look  upon  fuch  a  con- 
felfion  as  becoming  me,  when  it  is  necenary, 
by  fo  doing,  to  remove  the  fufpicions  unjuit- 
ly  thrown  on  another.  A  falfe  maxim  pre- 
vailed with  me,  that  there  is  no  harm  in  Deal- 
ing for  the  belly;  and  it  was  owing  to  this 
wrong  method  of  thinking,  that  I  am  thus 
fallen  into  difgrace.  If  I  mould  meet  with 
mercy,  I  now  promife  you  in  public,  "that  I 
will  never  more  be  guilty  of  the  like. 

'Judge.   Gentlemen  of  ihe  jury,  Billy  Prattle 
is  charged  with  robbing  an  orchard.    The.fi r ft 
evidence,     Tommy    Telltruth,   fupports   the 
charge  with  precifion.  He  proves  the  robbery, 
injuring  the  trees,  and  vou  are  further  to 
ferve,  that  this  complaint  is  not  lodged  out  of 
anger,  but  purely  to  clear  himfelf.  Mr.  Truiiy 
confirms  this  evidence  uun  two  letters,      but 
why  need  I  recapitulate  the  evidence  <; 
againft  Prattle,  fince  he  himfelf  has  con1 
more  than  was  laid  to  his  charge.     But  here, 
you  mult  particularly  notice  the  runner  i;i 
which  he  makes  his  confeffion:  it  is  with 
fubrniffion  to  your  goodnefs.     He  docs 
*  pretend 
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pre'rrfd  to  juilify  the  crime j  bat  feems  fully 
fenftblr:  of  its  enormity,  and  promifes  never 
mor  to  io  che  like.  All  thefe  things  confi- 
de^.', I  would  recommend  it  to  you  to  be 
mo  i;  rrtce  in  your  verdict. 

(  The  jury  then  went  out  of  coart,  but  re- 
tarded in- a  few  minutes.) 

judge.  AreyOu  all  agreed  in  your  verditlt? 

Jvry.       Yes. 

Judge.   Is  the  accufed  guilty  or  not? 

'Jury,     Guilty. 

.yWor.  What  puiiilhment  will  ypu  jnflift 
on  him  ? 

"Jury.  We  recommend  him  to  your  cle- 
mency. 

Jxdge.  Billy  Prattle,  you  have  now  been 
tried  for  ro"bbing  an  orchard  and  breaking 
off  ;i  hough  from  a  tree  loaded  with  fruit. 
Of  Mis  you  have  been  found  guilty,  the' jury 
Jiave  recommended  you  to  mercy.  Let  not 
di/:  h:rr;]vn  you  to  attempt  any  thing  of  the 
|cfnd'a:»aui.  You  entertained  a  falfe  maxim, 
tilat  ther;e  is  no  harm  in  robbing  for  the  belly; 
you  know  not  what  excefs  of  hunger  is,  and 
yon  Twas  tempted  to  this  rafli  aft  through  a 
lov  •  oi  luxuries.  The  contrition  you  have 
now  {hown,  gives  me  hopes  of  your  fiuuie 

goad 
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good  conduft;  and  it  is  with  plcafure  I  pro- 
nounce your  pardon,  on  condition  that  you 
wait  on  Tommy  Telltruth's  uncle,  confefc 
your  crimes  to  him,  implore  his  forgivenefs, 
and  make  reftitution,  if  he  requires  it. 

Mr.  Telltruth  happened  to  be  in  court, 
Prattle  mace  his  fubmiGion  in  public,  and  re- 
ceived his  pardon;  after  which  he  retired  to 
his  chamber,  covered  with  ihame  and  confu- 
lion.  This  affair  had  fuch  an  effc-£l  on  him, 
that  he  has  ever  fince  been  a  good  boy;  he 
minds  his  book,  and  admouiflies  others  to  do 
the  fame. 


TRIAL  THE  SECOND. 

THE  trial  of  Billy  Prattle  made  a  good  im- 
preflion  on  the  minds  of  all  thefcholars. 
The  tranquillity  of  this  little  republic,  was 
afterwards  diiiurbed  by  the  unruly  temper  of 
Sally  Delia,  who  had  been  fever al  times 
brought  before  Lucy  Sterling:  but  this  young 
lady  defpairing  of  reforming  her,  at  lall  or- 
dered her,  upon  a  complaint  of  a  grievous  na- 
ture, to  which  Ihe  htrfelf  had  been  a  whnefs, 

to 
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to  te  confined,  and  the  next  day  brought  to 
her  trial.     See  the  picture  of  this  young  lady. 


Tin?   report  of  this  trijl  being   fprcac',  a 
number  of  ladies  attended,  who  brought,  with 
them  their  younger idkoghters, that  they  r 
karn  "rom  Lucy  Sterling,  who  waq 

to  fit  as  j-uigc  in  this  canfc. 

The  aiVembly  were,  ho\ve\'er  in  feme 
mcafure,  d 5 (appoint^ ;  for  MiG  Sterling 
found  means  to  be  exfciifecr  fitting  as  judge 
in  :his  caiife.  Cha:les  Mean  well  was  then 
defired  to  t?.ke  the  chntr;  the  accufed  was 
brought  to  the  bar,  and  the  jury,  fele£led 
from  the  moft  difcrctt  of  the  youhg  ladies, 

took 
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took  their  feats  at  the  foot  of  the  judge. 
Silence  being  demanded,  the  fecretary  open- 
ed the  trial. 

Secretary.  Lucy  Sterling  ngainft  Sally  De- 
lia, for  raifmg  contention  among  her  fchool- 
fellows,  and  difturbing  the  general  peace. 

Judge.  If  I  was  unhappy  in  being  appoint, 
ed  to  lit  in  judgment  on  Billy  Prattle,  how 
much  more  ib  muft  I  now  be,  when  I  am 
bound  to  enquire  wuh  impartiality  into  every 
particular,  which  may  tend  to  convift  Sally 
Delia  of  the  charge  laid  againft  her.  I 
would,  however,  recommend  to  you  to  go 
through  this  bufmefs  with  the  utmoft  can- 
dour; to  advance  nothing  through  prejudice, 
to  conceal  nothing  through  a  miftaken  ten- 
dernefs ;  and  to  you  ladies  of  che  jury,  to 
divert  yourfelves  cf  every  thing — but  truth  ; 
to  weigh  nicely  the  force  of  the  evidence, 
that,  in  giving  your  verdict,  you  may  con- 
vince every  one  prefent,  you  have  afted  upon 
upright  principles. 

Secretary.  Lucy  Sterling,  pleafe  to  fupport 
the  charge. 

Judge.  I  would  beg  leave,  Lucy  Sterling, 
before  you  proceed  to  give  your  evidence, 
to  afk  you,  whether  either  of  the  ladies  on 

the 
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the  jury  were  any  ways  concerned  in  this 
quarrel, 

Lvcy  Sterling.  Sally. Delia  left  the  choice 
of  her  jury  to  me.  It  therefore  became  my 
bufinef?,  though  a  principal  evidence  againft 
her,  to  cbufe  fuch  young  ladies  as  were  ab- 
fcnt  at  the  time  of  the  fray. 

Judge,  Happy,  indeed,  is  that  young  lady, 
in  whom  friends  and  enemies  confide ! 

Lucy  Sterling.  A  few  evenings  ago,  when 
all  the  young  ladies  had  finifhed  their  labours 
for  that  day,  they  were  allowed  to  arnnfe 
themfelves  in  what  innocent  manner  they 
pleafed  in  our  garden.  Our  governefs,  who, 
felicitous  for  our  felicity,  thought  to  add  to 
our  pleafures,  by  fending  us  abafketof  iwect- 
meats,  which  (he  intended  to  be  equally  di- 
vided; but  an  unlucky  accident  turned  this 
kind  intention  into  a  fcene  of  forrow,  railed 
ii  their  hearts  nothing  but  ft  rife.  'I  here  hap- 
pened to  be  a  piece  of  candied  angelica,  which 
fjemed  very  beautiful;  on  this  they  all  placed 
their  attention,  and  all  begged  for  that. 
Every  one  endeavoured  to  ftiow  her  fupeiior 
right;  Sally  Delia  urged  her  fuperior  ftrength.1 
But  as  they  were  all  fpeaking  together,  it  was 

aim  oft 
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almoft  impotTible  to  diilmguith  what  on:  fa'd 
from  the  other. 

Judge.     Was    Sally  Delia    the    firft   who 
talked  of  committing  violence. 

Lucy  Sterling.  I  heard  nobociy  elfe  ; 
any    fuch  thing.       I   endeavoured  to 
them,  but  they  would  > 
rninds  were  fa  bent  upon  t!,- 
meat,  that  all  the  r_>it 
fered    to    divide    it    . 
them;  but  they  all  tails 
no  time  to  Hften  to  v, 
the  only  method  to  <r- 
threw  the   bane  of  conicnv. 
from  v/ hence  it   w 
them  to  get   it;    a   p, 
and  I  took  that   ( 
them  on  t] 

My  aui: 

. 

the  difpotc  nou  xvas,    i 
but  who  ought  t 
was  the  i:r; 

being  able  ID  £jve    vent    to   her 
words  alone,  gnvc  7vUn:y  Graceful  a  fi 
the  iace,  the  ocher  retuined  the  blow,  sod 
the  fcufRe   became  general.      Many    I 
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indeed,  did  not  pafs  between  them  ;  for  they 
aimed  only  at  tearing  each  other's  clothes. 
One  had  her  cap  torn  to  pieces,  and  he.r  hair 
pulled  all  about  her  fhpulders;  a  fecond  had 
her  frock  torn  down  the  middle;  and  in  fhort 
there  was  hardly  one  among  them,  who  had 
not  fome  mark  to  (hpw  of  having  been  con- 
cerned in  this  unfortunate  affair. 

Judge.  What  part  did  you  aft  in  this  fray, 
and  how  did  it  end  ? 

Lucy  Sterling.  I  endeavoured  to  part  them, 
and  in  endeavouring  fo  to  do,  received  feveral 
Scratches  in  the  hands  and  arms. 


I  know  not    where  all    this  would    have 

ended ,  had  not  our  governefs  come  to  my 

C  afliftance. 
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afliftance.  After  hearing  her  voice  every 
thing  was  quiet,  excepting  with  Sally  Delia, 
who,  in  the  prefence  of  her  governefs,  tore 
two  handkerchiefs  and  an  apron.  The  fear 
of  punimment  now  began  to  take  place  of 
anger,  and  each,  afhamed  of  the  trophies  of 
victory  (he  held  in  her  hands,  let  them  fall  to 
the  ground.  Our  governefs  for  fome  time 
flood  aftonilhed,  little  thinking  that  what  fhe 
had  given  them  to  increafe  their  felicity, 
fhoulci  be  the  caufe  of  fo  much  animofity. 
Maclam  enquired  of  me  the  caufe  of  this  dif- 
after,  which  I  explained  as  well  as  I  was  able. 
They  were  all  examined  feparately,  when  the 
tears  pleaded  their  pardon;  but  Sally  Delia 
remained  obdurate  and  inflexible. 

Secretary.  Polly  Artlefs,  pleafe  to  come  and 
give  evidence. 

Judge.  What  do  you  know,  Polly,  of  this 
qiiarrel  ? 

Polly  Artlefs.  I  was  not  prefent  when  it  hap- 
pened ;  but  the  next  morning  I  attended  Sally 
Delia's  examination  before  Lucy  Sterling. 
Her  governefs  had  ordered  Lucy  Sterling  to 
examine  her;  and  in  cafe  (he  could  not  bring 
her  to  repentance,  then  to  confine  her,  and 
order  her  to  be  brought  to  trial. 
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Judge.  Relate  what  pafled  at  this  examin- 
ation. 

Polly  Arilefs.  Lucy  Sterling  afked  her  in 
the  moft  kind  manner  what  fhe  could  think 
to  get  by  her  contention-  about  a  piece  of 
fweetnaeat.  Sally  Delia  replied,  that  fhe 
Ihould  not  anfwer  her  qucftion :  that  fhe  did 
not  like  to  have  more  than  one  governefs,  and 
if  (he  obeyed  her,  fhe  thought  fhe  did  enough. 

Judge.  What  reply  did  Lucy  Sterling 
make  to  this  ? 

Polly  Artlefs.  Lucy  Sterling  reminded  her 
of  the  authority  with  which  fhe  herfdf  had 
contributed  to  invert  her;  that  me  did  not  fet 
up  to  govern  others,  or  to  prove  herfelf  wifer 
than  they;  that  fhe  only  wanted  to  perfuade 
her  to  learn  to  be  peaceable  and  happy.  She 
therefore  begged  leave  to  repeat  the  qmefUon, 
whether  fhe  got  any  thing  by  this  laft  quarrel? 

Judge.  Did  Sally  Delia  make  any  anfwer? 

Polly  Artlifs.  She  replied,  that  fhe  could 
,not  fay  fhe  did  get  any  thing  by  it,  but  the 
difpleafure  of  her  governefs,  and  having  her 
clothes  torn  ;  that  fhe  did  not  value  the  fweet- 
meat,  but  that  fhe  had  too  much  fpirit  to  be 
impofed  on;  that  Ihe  was  fure  fhe  had  as 
much  right  to  it  as  any  of  them, 

C  2  Judge. 
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Judge.  Did  Lucy  Sterling  endeavour  any 
further  to  convince  her  of  her  fault? 

Polly  Arilefs.  Yes.  Lucy  Sterling  told  her 
that  flje  would  have  ihewn  a  greater  fpirit 
in  giving  up  the  matter  of  contention,  than 
in  fighting  for  it;  that  then  (lie  would  have 
proved  herielf  a  young  lady  of  moderation 
and  good  fenfe,  nor  would  (lie  have  incur- 
red the  high  difpleafure  of  her  governefs. 
Sally  Delia  was  at  a  lofs  for  an  anfwer;  but 
fiie  was  Co  obftinate  that  (he  did  not  care  to 
own  herielf  in  the  wrong.  At  laft  (he  re- 
plied, I  think  I  am  as  capable  of  judging 
what  is  right,  as  you  are  of  teaching  me. 
Then  finding  herielf  overpowered  by  rea- 
fon,  fhe  burft  info  tears.  Lucy  Sterling 
did  every  thing  in  her  power  to  bring  her 
to  confefs  her  fault:  bat  all  was  to  no  pur- 
pofe ;  (lie  therefore  left  her  in  cuftody  till 
her  trial. 

Judge.  What  is  the  charaaer  of  Sally 
Delia  among  her  fchool- fellows? 

Pillj  Artl-'fs.  She  is  tooapt  tobequarrel- 
fome,  too  full  of  her  high  birth,  and  dif- 
iatisfied  with  every  thing. 

Secretary.  Betfy  Friendly,  pleafe  to  come 
and  give  evidence. 

7*4'. 


JUVENILE  TRIALS.  29 

e.  What  do  you  know  Betfy  Friend- 
ly, concerning  this  quarrel? 

Betfy  Friendly.  I  accompanied  Polly  Art- 
lefs  on  the  examination  of  the  accufed  before 
Lucy  Sterling,  and  to  the  beft  of  my  remem- 
brance, Polly  Artlefs  has  told  the  truth. 

Judge.     Do  you  know  any  thing  further  ? 

Betjy  Friendly.  I  called  this  morning  on 
Sally  Delia,  before  Che  came  on  her  trial.  I 
found  her  divided  between  obftinacy  and 
contrition;  but  I  thought  more  inclinable 
to  the  latter. 

Judge.  Relate  what  pa  (Ted  at  this  vifit? 

Betfy  Friendly.  As  foon  as  I  entered  the 
chamber,  I  faw  her  reclined  on  a  couch,  in 


a  penfive 
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a  penfive  potture,  and  tears  in  her  eyes.  I 
alked  her,  what  flie  thought  of  Lucy  Ster- 
ling's advice,  and  whether  it  would  not 
have  been  better  to  have  followed  it  than 
iiiffer  her  conduct  to  be  expofed  in  a  pub- 
lic manner? 

Jfdge.     What  reply  did  fhe  make? 
"B-tfj  Friendly.     Sally  Delia  faid,  that  (he 
began  to  fee  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  Lucy 
Sterling's  obfervationsj  and  (lie  feemed   to 
fear  that  her  reafon  Would  at  laft  oblige 
o  own  it.     This  laft  thought  feemed 
to  nil  her  with  thernoft  painful  reflections. 
.     Did  you  not  endeavour  to  con- 
':nc(  her  of  the  folly  of  her  obflinacy  ? 

>/,//y.  I  faid  all  I  could  think 
on  to  perfu^ds  her  to  conquer  her  fpirit  ; 
Ihe  wo'iM  ncf,  at  laft,  give  me  a  word  of 
aVifwer  to  any  thing  I  faid.  I  then  turned 
from  her  and  left  her. 

Judge.      What   have  you  obferved  with 
refpect  to  her  general  behaviour? 

>  Friendly  She  is  too  often  obftinate 
and  quarrellbmcj  but,  at  other  times,  free, 
ealy,  and  good-natured. 

•'••tnry.     Suian  Lenox,  pleafe  to  give 
.ice. 

Judge. 
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Judge.  What  do  you  know  with  refpeft  to 
this  fray? 

Sufan  Lenox.  I  have  too  much  reafon  to 
remember  it;  for  my  cambric  apron,  which 
had  coft  me  three  months  working  was  torn 
to  rags.  This  is  a  plan  of  the  garden. 


Judge.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  general 
behaviour  of  Sally  Delia? 
'    Sufan  Lenox.  She  is  fometimes  well  enough, 
at  leaft  fo  long  as  you  will  liften  to  her  tales 
about  her  illuitrious  family. 

Secretary.     Anne  Graceful,  pleafe  to  give 
evidence. 

'J^Jge.    Pleafe  to  inform  the  court,  Anne 
Graceful, 
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Graceful,  of  what  you  know  concerning  this 
affair? 

Anne  Graceful.  I  have  reafon  to  complain 
of  my  lofs,  my  Drefden  handkerchief  and 
ruffles  were  deftroyed. 

"Judge.  Pleafe  to  inform  the  court,  who 
gave  the  firft  blow? 

Anne  Graceful.  Though  I  did  not  fee  Delia 
give  the  firft  blow,  I  have  no  reafm  to  doubt 
{he  was  the  perfon  from  whom  I  received  it. 
When  we  were  difputing  who  ought  to  have 
had  the  favourite  fvveetmeat,  Sally  Delia 
urged  her  high  birth  and  fortune;  and  con- 
cluded, that  if  reafon  could  not  ftrength 
fhould  have  obtained  it.  Hearing  this,  I 
turned  my  back  on  her,  as  a  mark  of  con- 
tempt, when  I  initantly  received  a  violent  flap 
on  the  head. 

Ji'Jge.  How  did  you  aft  on  that  occa- 
fion  ? 

Anns  Graceful.  I  inftamly  turned  about, 
and  in  my  anger,  miftaking  Sufan  Lenox  for 
SaUy  Delia,  I  treated  her  very  ludely. 

y*'dgf*  This  ought  to  teach  us,  that  paf- 
fioi  is  not  only  ill- becoming  a  young  lady, 
bun  that  it  may  lead  into  fuch  rniftakes,  as 
may  b«  attended  with  ferious  conference;. 

But 
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But  when  you  found  your  miftake,  how  did 
you  behave  towards  Sufan  Lenox. 

Anne  Graceful.  As  foon  as  peace  was  re- 
itored,  I  made  an  apology,  and  offered  to  re- 
pair all  injuries.  The  former  was  granted 
but  the  latter  would  not  be  accepted. 

Judge.  I  have  only  one  more  queftion  to 
afk,  which  you  will  pleafe  to  arifwer  me  on 
your  word.  Was  there  not  fome  old  grudge 
fubfifting  between  you  and  Sally  Delia? 

Anne  Graceful.  I  muft  own  that  I  never  lik- 
ed her:  there  was  fomething  in  her  fo  proud 
and  over-bearing  as  gave  me  a  difguft. 

Judge.  But  were  Delia  to  alter  her  con- 
duct, fhould  you  forget  what  ispaft? 

Anne  Graceful.  When  flic  begins  to  act  like 
a  reafonable  girl,  (lie  will  become  dear  tome 
and  the  reft  of  her  fchool-fellows. 

-Secretary.  Henry  Lenox,  come  forward 
and  give  evidence. 

Jndge.  What  do  you  know,  Henry  Lenox, 
of  this  fray  ? 

Henry  Lenox.  I  faw  all  the  fineft  part  of  it . 
I  happened  to  be  looking  after  a  bird's  neft 
in  a  field  next  to  the  garden:  I  heard  the 
young  ladies  in  high  chat;  but,  as  the  found 
did  not  feera  to  be  very  harmonious,  curiofity 

led 
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led  me  to  fee  what  they  were  at.  linftant- 
ly  climbed  up  into  a  tree,  and  fcaree  had  I 
taken  my  feat,  when  the  engagement  began. 
I  faw  fally  Delia  ftrike  Anne  Graceful  in 
the  face;  that  young  lady  turned  about,  and 
pulled  off  my  lifter's  cap,  and  part  of  her 
hair  with  it.  The  battle  foon  became  gene- 
ral, and  it  was  impoflible  for  me  to.diftin- 
guifh  friends  from  foes.  Such  a  havock 
enfued  among  caps,  gowns,  and  frocks  as 
I  never  before  beheld.  This  is  the  truth  of 
what  I  know  of  this  terrible  difafter. 

'Judge,  Do  you,  on  your  word,  declare, 
that  Sally  Delia  gave  the  firft  blow  ? 

Henry  Lenox.     I  am  certain  fhe  did. 

Judge.  Sally  Delia,  what  have  yt>u  to 
fay  in  your  defence  ? 

Sally  Delia.  I  am  now  brought  to  a  pub- 
lic trial,  as  though  I  were  fomemean  born 
wretch;  but  out  of  conformity  to  your  cuf- 
loms  I  fubmit  to  it.  I  deny  the  whole  of 
the  charge,  and  will  wait  for  the  verdict. 

Judge.  Young  ladies  of  the  jury,  Sally 
Delia  now  ftands  before  you,  accufed  of  raif- 
ing  ftrife  and  contention  among  her  fchool- 
fellows,  and  difturbing  the  general  peace. 
Lacy  Sterling  affirms,  that  the governefs  hav- 
ing 
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ing  prefented  the  youngladies  with  a  bafket 
offweetmeets  to  regale  them,  a  quarrel arofe 
among  them  with  refpe<5tto  the  preference  of 
choice  of  one  part  of  it.  Difputesran  high, 
and  at  laftSally  Delia  was  fo  imprudent  as  to 
lift  up  her  hand  againft  one  of  her  fchool- 
fellows,  which  created  a  general  confufion. 
The  part  Lucy  Sterling  afted  in  endeavour- 
ing to  pacify  them,  is  no  fmall  addition  to 
that  character  for  which  fhe  is  fo  juftly  ad- 
mired. Thisyoung  lady  fays  pofitively,  that 
flie  faw  Sally  Delia  give  the  firft  blow ;  that 
the  contention  was  iio  fooner  over,  tlian  all 
of  them  were  forry  for  what  they  had  done, 
except  Sally  Delia,  who  perfifted  in  her  fault, 
and  was  to  be  prevailed  on  by  no  intreaties 
or  arguments.  Polly  Artlefs  fays,  that  fhe 
was  not  pfefent  at  the  fray,  but  attended 
Sally  Delia  on  her  examination  before  Lucy 
Sterling,  and  corroborates  every  thing  which 
that  young  lady  had  advanced,  but  more  par* 
ticularly  points  out  the  care  Lucy  Sterling 
took,  to  bring  her  to  reafon.  I  may  add, 
thecharacter  this  evidencegives  Saliy  Delia, 
is  not  at  all  toherreputati^n.  B-etfey Friend- 
ly, who  vifited  the  accufed  before  her  trial, 
feems  to  fpeak  fonaething  in  her  favour,  by 

faying 
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faying  (he  (hewed  fome  marks  of  contrition, 
but  at  la.il  left  her  in  an  obllinate  condition. 
SuFan  Lenox  flood  next  to  the  accufed,  at 
the  time  (lie  (truck  Anne  Graceful,  and  be- 
came herfelf  a  fufferer  there  by.  Anne  Grace- 
ful cannot  take  upon  herfelf  pofitively  to 
fay  that  Sally  Delia  was  the  perfon  that 
ftruck  her,  though  circumflances  are  ftrong 
againft  her)  but  Henry  Lenox  declares  he 
law  Sally  Delia  give  the  blow.  Sally  Delia, 
in  her  defence,  contents  herfelf  with  deny- 
ing the  whole  of  the  charge,  andreftson  her 
innocence.  I  will  only  obferve  that  I  can- 
not fee  how  you  can  acquit  her,  when  there 
are  fo  many  convincing  proofs  of  her  guilt. 
The  principal  point  to  beconfideredjswhat 
puniihment  you  will  inflict :  it  ought  not  to 
be  fo  flight  a  one,  that  the  remembrance  of 
it  may  leave  no  impreflion  behind  j  nor  fo 
heavy,  that  it  may  any  ways  be  deemed  infup- 
ftfrtable.  After  all,  I  only  give  my  opinion 
freely,  which,  above  all,  is  to  do  juftice, 
and  love  mercy. 

(The  jury  went  out,  and  returned  again 
in  about  half  an  ho.ur) 

Judge.  Are  you  all  agreed  in  your  verdict  ? 
Yes. 

Judge 
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Judge.  Is  Sally  Delia  guilty  or  not  guilty? 

'Jury,     Guilty. 

Judge.  What  punifhment  do  you  inflift  ? 

Jury.  To  be  confined  one  month  to  her 
chamber;  to  be  allowed  neither  fweetmeats 
nor  fruit,  nor  to  receive  any  vifits ;  but,  that 
her  health  may  net  be  impaired,  that  fhe  be 
allowed  to  walk  twice  a  day  in  the  garden  at 
•thofe  times  when  none  of  thereftof  thetcho- 
Jare  are  there;  that,  after  that  time  is  expir- 
ed, fhe  be  brought  into  the  large  hall,  and 
there  be  obliged  to  alka  general  pardon  of  all 
her  fchool- fellows;  and  that,  in  cafe  me  re~ 
fufes  to  comply  with  thele  injunctions,  that 
her  parents  be  then  prayed  to  take  her  home. 

Sally  Delia,  who  had  made  no  doubt  but 
fhe  would  be  acquitted,  no  looner  heard  this 
hard  judgment  given  againft  her,  than  {he 
burft  into  tears.  The  judge  feeing  it,  thus 
fpoke  to  her.  "  I  fhouJd  be  glad,  Sally 
Delia,  if  you  would  inform  me  and  vhe 
whole  court,  from  what  fource  thole  tears 
flow:  whether  from  a  jull  fenfe  of  your 
crimes,  or  only  from  the  apprehenlions  of 
your  punifliment?  Why  mould  you  delay 
to  humble  that  haughty  fpirit,  to  acknow- 
ledge your  error,  and  beg  for  a  mitigation 
D  of 
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of  your  puniihments?  I  will  myfelf  then 
plead  for  you.  But  remember,  if  you  con- 
tinue obftinate  till  the  court  is  broke  up, 
your  repentance  afterwards  will  come  too 
late." 

Sally  Delia  then  fell  upon  her  knees,  ac- 
knowledged her  fault,  and  begged  a  mitiga- 
tion of  her  puniihment.  The  judge  recom- 
mended her  to  the  jury,  who  left  the  mat- 
ter entirely  to  him.  He  ordered  her  to  be 
confined  only  three  days,  and  even,  during 
that  time,  to  have  the  liberty  of  receiving 
vifits  from  the  reft  of  the  fcholars. 

The  trial  being  now  ended,  Sally  Delia's 
fchool- fellows,  who  juft  before  had  been 
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evidences  againft  her,  ran  to  her  and  ten- 
derly embraced  her. 

She  promifed  to  lay  afide  all  her  haughty 
aftions,  and  inftead  of  being  hated  by  her 
companions,  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
love  of  them  all.  She  kept  her  word,  and 
is  now  become  one  of  the  moft  amiable 
young  ladies  in  the  fchool. 

The  whole  court  was  extremely  well  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  candid  manner  with  which 
every  part  of  the  trial  was  fupported. 


TRIAL  THE  THIRD. 
'AHRY  LENOX  little  thought,  when 
he  was  giving  evidence  againft  Sally 
,  that  he  fnould  himfelf  be  foon 
brought  to  a  public  trial.  He  was,  in  ma- 
ny refpecls,  of  a  good  difpofition;  he  loved 
his  books,  was  affable  and  obliging  to  his 
fchool- fellows,  and  fubfrrvient  to  his  tutor; 
then  he  was  ibfondof  getting  into  mifchief, 
fuch  as  breaking  church-windows,  laying 
traps  to  throw  people  down,  and  was  very 
ingenious  at  inventions  of  this  kind.  When- 
ever he  was  accufed  of  any  thing  of  this 
fort,  he  would  not  only  deny  it,  but  ftoutly 
D  2  ftand 
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ftand  to  itj   and  this,  at  laft  brought  him 
to  a  trial 

The  young  gentlemen  in  general  were 
very  much  vexed  at  Harry's  difgrace,  and 
would  have  bought  off  the  complaint,  but 
that  this  would  have  been  deemed  bribery 
and  corruption.  The  ladies  were,  moft  of 
them,  well  pleafed,  that  he  was  himfelf  now 
brought  into  the  fame  dilemma.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  judge  took  his  feat,  the 
jury  alTembled,and  the  prifoner  was  brought 
to  the  bar. 

Secretary.  Sammy  Halifax  againft  Harry 
Lenox,  for  a  robbery  and  telling  a  fib. 
"judge.     Call  up  the  evidence. 
Secretary.     Sammy  Halifax  fupport  the 
charge. 

"Judge.  What  have  you  to  fay,  Sammy 
Halifax,  againft  the  prifoner?  - 

Summy  halifax.  A  few  days  ago,  having 
given  my  tutor  fatisfa&ion  in  the  perform- 
ance of  ray  exercifes.  he  ordered  me  a  plum 
tart,  as  a  reward.  It  was  baked  in  a  tin  pan, 
which  I  wa,s  ordered  to  bring  back,  as  foon. 
as  1  had  eat  the  tart.  Henry  Lenox  was  re- 
markably taken  with  the  look  of  this  tart, 
and  offered  to  keep  it  for  me  till  I  wanted  it, 

alleging 
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alleging,  that  his  room,  which  was  a  north 
Jight,  would  keep  it  much  better  than  mine, 
on  which  the  fun  (hone  the  hotteft  part  of 
the  day.  I  accepted  the  offer,  and  law  him 
put  it  into  his  cupboard.  I  went  immedi- 
ately to  invite  two  or  three  of  my  intimates 
to  partake  of  it  in  the  evening  in  my  own 
room,  and  thought  I  could  do  no  lefs  than 
a(k  Harry  Leffox  to  make  one  of  our  party, 
in  confederation  of  his  kindnefs;  but  he 
excufed  himfelf.  In  the  evening  we  all 
met,  and  Harry  Lenox  brought  the  tart, 
fet  it  down,  and  begged  leave  to  be  excuf- 
ed, as  he  had  promifed  to  take  a  valk  with 
his  fitter.  It  was  a  lung  time,  fo  charming 


did 
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did  it  look,  before  we  could  perfuade  our- 
felves  to  fpoil  the  fight  of  it.  At  laft  I 
fiuck  ruy  knife  into  itj  but  how  {hall  I  ex- 
prefs  our  difappointment,  when,  inftead 
of  fineplnms  and  rich  juice,  \ve  found  only 
pebbles  and  water!  We  all  vowed  revenge 
for  this  piece  of  treachery,  and  would  have 
beat  him  foundly,  could  we  have  then  found 
hiraj  but  he  had  taken  care  to  get  out  of 
the  way.  When  our  firft  warmth  was  over, 
we  concluded  it  would  be  better  to  treat 
him  in  a  judicial  manner;  and  he  is  now 
before  this  court  for  that  purpofe. 

"judge.  You  have  faid,  that  you  fa\v  him 
put  the  tart  into  the  cupboard  ;  can  you 
take  upon  you  to  fay,  whether  or  not  there 
was  any  lock  to  it  ? 

• :  Sammy  Halifax.  I  am  certain  there  was  no 
lock  on  the  cupboard;  for  he  faid  to  me, 
when  he  put  the  tart  into  it,  that  he  had  no. 
lock,  and  he  hoped  nobody  would  get  at  it. 

judge.  By  what  reafon  do  you  then  con- 
clude that  he  was  the  thief? 

Sai.it.y  Halifax.  Becaufe  he  had  the  care 
of  it,  and  refufed  tt>  come  and  partake  of  it. 

Secretary.  George  Bobadil,  come  and 
give  evidence* 
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Judge.  What  do  you  know  of  this  matter, 
George  Bobadil  ? 

George  EjbadiL  I  was  one  invited  by  Sam- 
pay  Halifax  to  eat  part  of  this  tart  j  but  on 
putting  it  up,  inftead  of  plums,  we  found 
only  ftones.  It  was  inftantly  concluded 
that  Henry  Lenox  was  the  traitor. 

Judge.  Had  you  any  other  reafon  to 
fuppofe  that  Henry  Lenox  was  fuch? 

George  BobadiL  There  was  reafon  to  think 
fo;  befides,  I  m*t  him  as  i  was  going  to 
the  feaft,  flopped  him,  and  told  him  where 
I  was  haftening;  when  he  replied,  as  I 
thought,  with  a  (beer,  you  will  have  a  de- 
licate repalt!  I  did  not  then  know  that 
he  was  entruftcd  with  the  care  of  it,  and 
concluded,  that  this  manner  of  anfwering 
me  arofe  from  my  fnppofition  of  his  not 
being  invited ;  but  the  tart  was  no  fooner 
cut  up,  than  his  reafon  for  anfwering  me 
thus  was  evidently  apparent. 

J"dge.  You  cannot  take  upon  you  to 
fay,  that  you  pcfitively  know  him  to  be 
guilty  of  the  charge  I 

George  Robadil.  I  cannot,  but  there  is  the 
ftrongeft  prefumption  of  it. 

Secretary.  John  Evelyn,  come  and  give 
evi'dencc, 
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Judge.  What  have  you  to  fay,  John 
Evelyn,  to  this  matter? 

John  Evelyn.  I  was  one  invited  by  Sam- 
my Halifax  to  partake  of  this  tart  j  which, 
•when  cut  up,  produced  nothing  but  ftones. 
I  had  been  walking  after  dinner  in  the  gar- 
den, before  I  went  into  the  fchool,  and 
when  I  got  to  the  bottom  of  it,  I  faw  Henry 
Lenox,  and  three  or  four  more,  fitting  on 
the  grafs  under  a  rofe  bufh.  As  foon  as  I 
rame  within  fight  of  them,  I  faw  them  all 
in  a  buftle;  and,  when  I  came  up  to  them, 
though  I  did  not  fee  them  eating  any  thing, 
yet  their  months  were  fo  clammy,  that  it 
was  with  dirlieulty  they  could  anfwer  me. 
As  I  had  then  no  reafon  to  fufpect  any 
things  and  finding  niyfelf  an  unwelcome 
gueft,  I  left  them,  and  went  into  the 
fchool. 

Judge.  You  do  not  then  pretend  to  fay 
what  they  had  been  eating. 

f  vtlyn.  1  cannot  take  upon  me  po- 
firi-.-Hy  to  fay  what  they  had  been  eating; 

.':ftci  wards  m.ide  no  doubt  of  its  be- 

immv  Halifax's  tart. 

itary.     Come,  Edward  Jackfon,  and 
give  evidence. 
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Judge.  What  have  you  to  fay,  Edward, 
with  refpeft  to  this  -tart  ? 

Edward  Jackfon.  I  was  invited  to  partake 
of  it,  and  was,  like  the  reft,  difappointed ;  for 
there  was  nothing  left  but  the  tup  craft,  the 
fide  and  bottom  cruft,  all  the  plums  being 
tajcen  away,  and  ftones  and  water  put  in  their 
place. 

Judge.     Who  do  you  fuppofe  did  it? 

Edward  Jackfjn.  I  make  no  doubt  that 
it  was  Henry  Lenox.  It  bein^  left  in  his 
cuftody,  and  his  refuting  to  come  and  partake 
of  it,  feem  to  corroborate  the  guilt  of  Henry 
Lenox. 

Judge.  Have  you  any  other  circumftances 
to  allege  againft  him? 

Edward  Jackfon.  Yes;  after  he  came  out 
of  the  garden,  and  had  been  fome  time  in  the 
fchool  he  was  called  out  to  conftrue.  Before 
he  left  his  form?  he  pulled  out  his  handker- 
chief to  blow  his  nofe,  when  three  or  four 
plum-itoncs  fell  on  the  ground.  After  he 
was  gone  I  picked  them  up,  for  I  love  the 
bitter  of  the  kernel. 

Judge  Did  you  obferve  thefe  plum-dones^ 
whether  they  were  of  a  pale  ov  a  red  colour  I 
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Edward  Jackfon.  I  had  put  them  into  my 
pocket,  and  forgot  them;  hut,  on  meeting 
with  my  difappointment  in  the  tart,  and  find- 
ing there  was  fo  much  room  to  fufpeft  that 
Henry  Lenox  was  the  culprit,  I  pulled  out 
the  (tones.  We  examined  them,  and  found, 
by  their  colour,  they  had  been  baked;  for 
they  were  of  a  deep  red.  We  concluded 
likewife,  that  they  mud  that  day  have  been 
taken  out  of  fome  tart,  as  they  were  (till 
clammy. 

Judge.  Did  you  afk  Henry  Lenox  how 
he  came  by  thofe  (tones? 

Edward  Jadfou.  I  did  not,  for  I  well 

knew 
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knew,  if  I  had,  he  would  not  have  anfwered 
me. 

Judge.  Did  you  take  any  method  to  dif- 
cover  who  was  the  perfon  that  robbed  Sammy 
Halifax? 

Edward  Jackfon.  Yes ;  we  ngreed  among 
curfelves,  with  our  tutor's  leave,  to  (lick  up 
a  paper  in  the  fchool,  offering  one  milling  re- 
ward to  any  of  the  party,  who  would  turn 
evidence,  and  give  information  of  the  perfon 
who  committed  the  facl.  As  we  had  great 
reafon  to  fuppofe  feveral  were  concerned  in 
the  eating  of  ic,  we  were  in  hopes,  by  this 
means,  to  make  a  difcovery;  but  we  were 
difappointed,  for  not  any  one  fpoke  a  woid 
about  it,  and  all  in  general  pleaded  ignorance. 

Secretary.  Hannah  Careful,  pleafe  to  give 
evidence. 

Judge.  Pray  what  have  you  to  fay  to  th?s 
matter. 

Hannah  Careful.  I  am  a  half- boarder,  and 
was  ordered  by  my  governefs  to  attend  here, 
in  order  to  prove,  that  the  tart  I  delivered  to 
Sammy  Halifax  was  filled  with  plums,  and 
not  (tones. 

Judge.  That  k  a  material  poim:  pray 
proceed. 
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Hannah  Careful.  My  governefs  inftrufts 
me  in  the  art  of"  paftry  and  Confectionary;  I 
that  day  made  all  the  tarts  myfelf,  and  was 
ordered  to  give  Sammy  Halifax  ofie  of  the 
beft.  Before  I  gave  it  him,  I  raifed  one  fide 
of  the  cruft,  to  fee  if  the  fyrup  might  not 
•have  bailed  out  j  when  I  found  it  had  not; 
and  1  am  cerrain  it  was  filled  with  plums, 
when  I  delivered  it  to  Sammy  Halifax.. 


Secretory.  Sally  Delia,  pleafe  to  give  evi- 
dence. 

•Judge.  What  do  you  know  of  this  affair? 

•Sally  Delia.  Your  lordfhip  cannot  have  yet 
forgotten,  that  J  was  myfelf  lately  fo  unfortu- 
nate 
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nate  as  to  &11  under  the  cenfure  of  this  court. 
I  am  Torn  for  the  crime  which  then  brought 
me  befo-e  you  ;  but  I  fhall  ever  confider  that 
day  as  the  happieft  period  of  my  life*—  a  day 
in  whJch  I  was  convinced  of  my  folly,  obiti- 
nacy.  and  felf  conceit;  a  day,  to  which  I 
pwe^ll  the  happinefs  of  a  calm  and  peaceful 
life,  free  from  the  pafficns  of  thoughtlefs 
girls,  who  place  enjoyments  in  the  gratifica- 
tion of  unreasonable  defires. 

Judge.  Pray,  Sally,  proceed,  and  do  not 
imagine  you  will  be  troublefome  to  the  court  : 
there  is  nothing  we  can  liften  to,  with  (b 
much  pleafure,as  the  language  of  reformation. 

SallyDelm.  I  do  not  mention  this  out  of 
vanity;  only  to  induce  the  court  to  believe, 
that  I  do  not  this  day  appear  here  againft 
Henry  Lenox  out  of  any  grudge  whatever  to 
to  his  having  been  a  witnefs  againft  me.  So- 
far  from  it,  I  confider  him  as  my  benefactor; 
I  confider  him  as  one  of  thofe  to  whom  1  am 
indebted  for  my  reformation.  Happy  (hall  I 
think  my  felf,  if  1  fhall  nny  ways  contribute 


Judge.  Your  evidence  cannot  be  difputed, 
and  A  doubt  not,  the  jury  will  lay  much  flrefs 
eft  what  you  fhall  advance. 

E  Sally 
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Sally  Delia.  It  has  lately  been  my  cuftcm 
in  the  evening,  to  retire  to  a  little  ubour  be- 
hind the  fummer-houfe,  in  the  hotttm  of  the 
garden.  I  had  this  evening  been  {<*  intent 
on  what  I  was  reading,  that  1  had  ftayed 
longer  than  ufual.  In  die  micitt  rf  my 
thoughts  I  was  interrupted  by  the  nofe  of 
fomebody  breaking  through  the  bumes,  I 
foon  heard  Henry  Lenox's  voice,  and  that  of 
fome  others  whom  I  well  knew.  I  foon 
found  the  caufe  of  their  thus  breaking  out  of 
their  own  boundr.  They  had  fome  fecre;  to 
talk  of.  I  fat  as  ftill  as  polLble,  fearing  J 
might  be  difcovered,  and  heard  Henry  Lenox 
fay,  "  If  you  ttJoiv  met  I  never  will  forgive 
you;  befides,  you  will  come  in  for  a  floggbg 
as  well  as  me."  They  all  promifed  they 
never  would  puff:  one  faid,  he  never  eat  any 
thing  fweeter  in  his  life;  another  faid,  it  was 
fvveeier  becaufc  it  was  ftolen;  and  a  fourth 
laughed  heartily  on  thinking,  when  it  was 
opened,  how  foolifh  they  muft  all  look;  it 
was,  fays  the  fifth,  one  of  the  belt — Here  he 
(topped,  for  the  foot  of  a  perfon  was  heard 
coming  down  the  garden,  wnen  they  all  fiew 
away,  and  got  off,  unperceived  by  am  cue 
but  mvfelf.  It  was  one  o£  the  maids,  who 
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was  coming  to  look  after  me ;  and  my  go- 
vernefs  chid  me  for  flaying  beyond  the  time 
allowed  me.  My  acknowledging  my  fault, 
and  afking  pardon,  was  thought  a  fufficient 
atonement. 

"Judge.  Can  you,  from  what  you  heard  in 
the  garden,  take  upon  you  to  fay,  that  Hen- 
ry Lenox  is  certainly  guilty  of  what  is  laid 
to  his  charge  ? 

Sal!j  Dc-lia.  Had  not  the  maid  diftarbed 
them,  by  coming  to  call  me,  I  doubt  not  but 
I  mould  have  been  able  to  anfwer  in  the  af- 
firmative;  at  the  prefent,  I  only  fay,  that  I 
believe  fo:  and  that  upon  the  ftrongeft  pre- 
fumption. 

J^gc.  Henry  Lenox,  what  have  you  to 
fay  in  your  defence. 

Henry  Lenox.  I  am  happy  in  being  tried  by 
a  ju^£e  an<3  jury,  who  have  too  much  fenie 
to  convict  me  on  mere  conjecture,  and  where 
th?re  is  far  from  any  pofitive  proof.  To 
give  a  verdift  againft  me,  in  this  cafe,  would 
be  opening  a  way  to  the  greateft  errors;  how 
many,  through  the  hafty  determination  of  a 
jury,  on  mere  conjecture,  have  fmTered  un- 
juftiyl  but  mould  I  meet  with  that  f?.te,  I 
will  never  find  fault  or  repine,  fmce  I  am  fen- 
E  ^  fible 
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fible  I  (hall  not  be  the  firft,  and  I  truft,  that 
my  innocence  will  fupport  me  under  the  un- 
merited difgrace.  Sammy  Halifax  came  to 
me,  brought  a  tart  in  his  hand,  and  for  fafety, 
to  oblige  him,  I  put  k-into  my  cupboard:  I 
brought  it  from  thence,  and  gave  it  him.  If 
any  one  got  to  it,  and  treated  it  in  the  man- 
lier he  defcribes,  I  am  forry  for  it  ;  but  it 
cannot  be  imputed  to  rny  fault.  My  reafon 
for  declining  taking  part  of  it,  is  well  known 
to  my  filler,  whom  I  had  promifed  to  take  a 
walk  with  in  the  evening.  She  is  now  in 
court,  and  1  apprehend,  her  word  will  not  be 
doubted.  As  for  the  fneering  words  I  made 
life  of  to  George  Bobadil,  (for  that  was  the 
term  he  gave  them,)  if  they  had  any  particu- 
lar meaning  at  all,  it  could  only  ferve  to 
ihevv,  what  little  confideration  I  made  of  mere 
rnatters  for  the  tooth.  As  for  the  evidence 
which  John  Evelyn  has  given  againft  me,  it 
can  be  of  no  weight,  fmce  it  is  well  known 
that  ei"ch  hss  his  confidant,  and  that  each  has 
feme  mighty  fccret  to,  reveal  to  another.  As 
to  what  Edward  Jackfon  advances  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  plum  ftones,  they  might  as  eafily 
have  fallen  from  the  pocket  of  another,  as 
from  mine;  and  there  is  even  a  poifibility, 

that 
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that  thefe  very  plum-ftones  may  have  come 
out  of  the  tart,  after  they  themfelves  had  eat 
it.  vUpon  the  whole,  I  leave  it  to  your  lord- 
fliip  and  this  honourable  court,  whether  there 
may  be  any  other  view  in  this  trial,  than  that 
•  my  accusers  may  obtain  another  tart  at  the 
expence  of  my  credit. 

Secretary.  Sufan  Lenox,  pleafe  to  give  evi- 
dence. 

Sufan  Lenox.  My  brother  came  to  me  the 
evening  in  which  the  tart  was  eat,  agreeable 
to  my  invitation;  and  I  did  nor  hear  him 
mention  the  icnft  fyllable  that  could  indicate 
his  guilt  in  this  mntter.  He  mentioned  the 
tart,  indeed,  by  faying,  he  was  invited  to  eat. 
part  of  it,  but  added,  that  his  appetite  was 
the  leaft  of  his  concern. 

Judge.  Did  he  appear  more  cheerful  or 
deiefted  than  ufui'l? 

Sufnn  Limox.  1  perceived  no  change  in  him  ; 
he  r-hd  nothing  more  or  lefs  of  his  natural 
gaiety  and  cheerful nefs. 

Stfpbtf!  Brooks.     I  have  known  (U-    I 
a  long  time,  and  have  always  found  him  mote 
ready  to  give  than  receive;-  and  far  from  tak- 
ing any  thing  from  any  one. 

Richard  Richards.     The  prifoner,  has  been 
E3 
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my  intimate  playmate  for  four  years  j  and  I 
never  once  quarrelled  with  him  in  my  life. 
.  Benjamin  Blunt.     The  whole  is  a  contriv-, 
ance  to  bring  Henry  Lenox  into  difgrace,  and 
to  make  you  believe  they  have  beeft  ill  uied. 

Judge.     You  have  faid,  Sally  Delia,  that 

there  were  fome  voices  you  heaid  in  the  funa- 

'  mer  houfe,  befides  that  of  Henry  Lenox?  do 

you  imagine  that  either  of  thefe  lail  young 

gentleman  were  there  ? 

Sally  Delia.  I  am  certain  they  were  all 
three  there. 

Judge.  Young  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I 
will  not  take  up  your  time  in  recapitulating 
the  evidence  given  :  every  part  of  it  feems  to 
agree  fo  well,  that  you  cannot  miiVake  it. 
The  two  principal  points  to  be  confidercd  are 
thefe.  If  you  are  determined  to  find  him 
guilty  only  on  pofitive  proofs,  then  you  muft 
acquit  him,  for  there  does  not  appear  to  be 
any  throughout  the  whole  trial ;  but  if  you 
will  be  contented  with  circumstances,  fup- 
ported  by  the  ftrongeft  evidence  that  can  be 
given,  then  you  muft  find  him  guilty.  It  is 
indeed,  a  juil  obfervation  of  the  piiibtK-r,  in 
his  defence,  that  many  have  fuffered  innocent- 
ly, though  on  the  ilronge*^  preemptions ; 

and, 
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and  I  muft  add,  that  the  character  of  a  young 
gentleman  is  too  tender  a  thing  to  be  fported 
with.  After  all,  I  do  not  prefume  to  direct 
you.  I  would  only  advife  you  to  think  of 
the  matter  impartially  :  a  verdict  given  from 
fuch  principle?  of  action,  though  it  may  tend 
to  lead  to  a  miftake,  can  never  be  attended 
with  reproach. 

(The  jury  then  went  out  of  court,  and  re» 
turned  in  about  an  hour  and  a  quarter.) 

"judge.  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  are  you 
agreed  in  your  verdict  ? 

Jury.  We  cannot  determine,  and  therefore 
beg  to  leave  \tfpecial. 

The  judge  immediately  quitted  the  chaitf, 
which  was  focn  after  filled  by  the  tutorr  and 
the  judge  took  place  of  the  fecretary.  Hen- 
jy  Lenox,  who  had  not  doubted,  as  there  was 
no  pofitive  proof  againft  him,  but  that  he 
Ihould  be  acquitted,  as  foon  as  he  found  the 
?ury  left  it  fpecial,  and  that  his  tutor  had 
taken  the  chair  againft  him, 'his  hcaitiriflant- 
}y  failed  him,  and  every  one  took  notice  of  the 
alteration  of  his  countenance.  Judge^Mean- 
we})  then  werit  alhhroughthe  eviddhd£t  which 
being  finiilied,  the  tutor  thus  addreffed  Henry 
Lenox, 

"  Henry 
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"  Henry  Lenox,  I  am  unhappy  for  yon  in 
finding,  that  to  the  crime  of  thtft,  you  have 
added  the  grievous  guilt  of  a  lie.  By  your 
artful  defence,  you  have  fo  far  baffled  the 
jury,  as  to  make  them  doubtful  of  the  cleared 
thingin  theworld.  Do  not  foolifhly  imagine 
that  you  have  any  compliment  to  pay  your- 
felf  on  this  fcore:  themoft  Qiinlng  abilities, 
when  ufed  to  deceive  and  mill  Kid,  to  trick 
and  cozen  mankind,  and  to  peii-ade  them 
out  of  their  lawful  property,  become  themoft 
dangerous  poflefiions,  and  are  as  mifchievous 
as  plagues,  peftilence,  and  famine.  How  can 
you  dare  to  arrogate  toyourfelf  that  part  of 
philofophy,  which  teaches  you  to  look  upon 
the  luxuries  of  life  with  indifference,  while 
your  heart  muft  tell  you,  that  you  have  not 
the  leatt  claim  to  it,  and  that  you  facrifice 
your  character  and  reputation  to  obtain  lux- 
urious trifles?  They  who  are  capable  of  de- 
ceiving in  final  1  concerns,  will  not  fcrupleto 
beguiltyofinjufticein  matters  of  the  higheft 
moment.  No  one  is  wicked  all  at  once;  they 
harden  their  hearts  by  degrees  again  ft  the 
truth,  and  at  laft  are  totally  blind  to  it.  Such 
conduct  as  your's  promifes  nothing  but  the 
mod  fatal  events;  but  it  is  my  place  to  de- 

ftroy 
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#roy  it  in  it's  bud  j  and  be  afiured,  that 
/bough  thejury  could  not  fee  intoyour  guilt, 
lean  moft  clearly  :  and  I  do  further  tell  you, 
that  unlefsyou  confefs  your  fault,  alk  pardon, 
promife  to  do  fo  no  more,  and  riiafce  it  your 
fkidy  to  keep  your  word,  I  will  treat  you 
with  the  ntmo'ft  feverity.  I  will  abridge  you. 
of  every  kind  of  amufement,  and  will  con- 
fine you  from  the  reft  of  your  fchool-fellows, 
that  you  may  not  corrupt  them.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  you  confefs  your  crime  I  will 
leffen  your  punifhment,  and  may,  perhaps, 
reft  ore*  you  to  my  favour." 

Henry  Lenox  then  fell  "on  his  knees,  and 
with  tears  in  his  eyes  confeffcd  he  was  guil- 
ty, bat  mentioned  nothing  of  thofe  that  eat 
part  of  it.  His  matter  then  forgave  him,  on 
his  moft  faithful  promiies  of  future  amend- 
ment; and  thofe  who  had  been  evidences 
againft  him  iiiook  hands  with  him, and  they 
were  all  friends  immediately. 

As  Henry  t  enox  was  naturally  of  a  good 
difpoiition,  and  had  only  cue  fault  to  mend, 
that  of  being  unlucky,  and  a  little  too  much 
given  to  mifchief,  it  is  eafy  to  forefee,  that 
after  this,  he  could  not  fail  of  being  a  good 
boy,  which  really  proved  the  cafe. 

TRIAL 
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TRIAL  THE  FOURTH. 

A  FTER  the  trial  of  Henry  Lenox,  things 
remained  fora  longtime  in  tranquilli- 
ty, every  one  being  very  circumfped  in  his 
behaviour,  and CP. i  tious  how  t.egavetbeleaft 
offence.  James  i-lirt,  a  new  fcliolar,  difturb- 
ed  the  public  rtpofe.  He  was  defcendedof 
very  illuftrious  anceftors,  and  his  parents 
were  immenfely  rich.  Every  one  about 
him  was  taught  to  ftudy  his  pleafure,  and  he 
was  not  to  cry  for  any  thing  a  moment.  If 
at  any  time  he  condeicended  to  converfe 
with  the  fervants,  he  was  reminded  of  the 
*  fortune  he  was  born  to,  and  the  illullrious 
antiquity  of  his  defcent. 

Hence  it  is  no  wonder  that  he  was  proud, 
haughty  and  impenou* ;.  and  confidered  the 
major  part  nf  nis  fchool-fellows,  who  were 
not  born  to  fuch  ettates  as  himfelf,  as  m  or- 
tals  who  were  fent  into  the  world  only  to 
amufe  him,  to  flitter  his  pafiion?,  and  be  be- 
forehand in  gratifying;  all  his  withes.  His 
uncle,  who  was  a  wife  and  prudent  old  gen- 
tleman, forefeeing  that  he  would  be  irreco* 

verabljr 
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rerably  ruined,  if  he  was  kept  at  home,  had 
exerted  his  authority  to  get  him  fent  to  a 
public  fchoo),  protefting,  otherwife,  he 
would  leave  his  large  eftates  to  fomebody 
elfe,  who  mould  know  how  prudently  toufe 
them,  by  addingNto  his  own  felicity,  and  in- 
creafing  that  of  mankind  in  general.  This 
picture  reprefents  his  common  practice. 


James  Flirt  was  now  got  to  afchool  where 
no  diftin£tion  was  {hewn  but  fuch  as  arole 
from  genius  and  merit :  and  be  was  obliged 
to  abide  by  thofe  laws,  which  laid  him 
under  the  fame  reftri£tion  as  the  meaneli 
there.  All  thefe  things  con fidered,  we  can- 

not 
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not  be  at  all  furprifed-at  now  feeing  him 
brought  to  trial,  after  repeated  mifdemean- 
ours.  As  their  mafter  was  fenfible  that  (liame 
often  went  further  in  reclaiminga  lad  of  any 
tolerable  fenfe,  than  the  fevereft  exertions 
of  fchool  difcipline,  which  oftener  hardened 
than  made  them  lenfible  of  their  error;  and 
this  he  was  the  more  agreeably  convinced  of, 
from  the  reformation  among  his  fcholars, 
iince  the  eftablimment  of  this  high  court  of 
juftice.  The  mafter,  therefore,  in  order  to 
make  the  greater  impreffion  on  the  mind  of 
James  Flirt,  invited  all  the  neighbouring 
gentry  to.  the  trial 5  and,  the  next  morning, 
the  court  was  filled  with  perfons  of  the  firft 
diftinttion,thejudgetook  the  chair,  the  jury 
chofen,  and  the  pnfoner  brought  to  the  bar, 
when  ihe  trial  began. 

Secretary.  Peter  Peaceful  againft  James 
Flirt,  for  perfonal  reflections. 

Judge.  James  Flirt,  this  is  the  firft  time  a 
crin>e  of  this  nature  has  been  ever  brought 
before  me,  and  I  iliall  be  happy  indeed  if; 
you  can  clear  yourfeif  of  fc  bad  a  charge — a; 
charge  of  fuch  a  nature,  is  mult  reader  the 
perfon  convicted  of  it  odious  and  contempt!- 
ble.-*-Mr.  Seccetary  call  up  the ..whneffes. 

>  tary* 
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Secretary.  Peter  Peaceful  fupport  the  charge. 

Peter  Peaceful.  It  is  not  on  my  own  ac- 
count, that  I  lay  this  charge.  The  young 
gentleman  who  has  received  the  injury,  I 
Siall  call  by  the  name  of  Infelix.  The  rea- 
fori  why  the  injured  perfon  does  not  appear 
before  you,  and  why  I  chufe  to  conceal  his 
name,  will  be  clearly  feen  in. the  courfe  of 
my  evidence. 

•  Judge.  '•'  The  abfence  of  the  injured  par- 
ty cannot  invalidate  the  evidence  prefent. 
Pleaie  to  proceed. 

Peter  Peaceful.  The  father  of  the  injured 
young  gentleman  was  brought  up  to  mer- 
candize,  which  he  had  followed  from  a  child. 
He.  was  indefatigable  in  bufinefs.  His  un- 
\veared  diligence  and  condutt  procured  him 
credit  and  riches.  So  great  was  his  reputa- 
tion for  fobriety,  induftry,  and  integrity,  that 
he  was  the  favourite  of  every  one  on  Change; 
and  had  fo  far  obtained  the  efteem  of  his 
uncle,  that,  at  his  death >  he  left  him  his  bu- 
imefs,  and  a  fum  of  money  to  fupport  it. 
Hiches  foon  flowed  into  his  bank  from  almoft 
every  part  of  the  globe,  anxfthe  faithful  part- 
ner of  his  happrnefsat  home  contributed  to 
make  his  felicity  complete,  wfcich  was  ren- 
F  dered 
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dered  Hill  more  tender  and  endearing  by  the 
binh  cf  a  day^hter,  and  afterwards  that  of  a 
fon,  who  is  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  complaint 
agaiiiit.  Tames  Ijliri.  Could  mortals  fee 
through  the  roll  of  fate,  how  miferable  would 
they  be!  In  the  higheit  pitch  of  profperity, 
when  we  appear  even  out  of  the  reach  of  en- 
vipus  Fortune,  when  it  ihould  feein  impofli- 
ble  tt>  dafh  with  biuerneis  the  cup  of  plenty 
and  delight,  could  we  fee  but  a  ftiort  way 
through  the  curtain  of  futurity,  huw  many 
dangers  mould  we  there  behold  haflily  ap- 
proaching! how  many  anxieties  disappoint- 
ments, and  perplexities  awaiting  us !  Thus 
weak  mortal?,  when  they  think  they  are  tread- 
ing on  the  fc-lid  rock,  axe  inienfibly  finking 
into  clevos:ring  fands.  The  firrt  ihuck  which 
the  felicity  of  Infelix  fuftained,  was  the  lofs 
of  his  amiable  wife,  whofe  virtues  had  juiliy 
lendered  her  the  darling  of  his  heart.  Over- 
whelmed with  grief  at  this  irreparable  lofs, 
juft  at  at  time,  when  he  had  fitted  out  the 
greateil  venture  he  had  ever  yet  trufted  on  the 
ocean,  and  in  which  his  whole  eftate  was  em- 
barked, he  furTered.  them  to  fail  without  think- 
ing of  any  infurance.  Scarce  had  they  get 
clear  of  the  channel,  when  falling  in  with 

the 
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the  enemy's  fleet,  they  ^were  all  taken.  So 
far  was  he  'funk  in  grief  and  defpondency  for 
the  lofs  of  his  wife,  that  he  paid  little  regard 
to  the  firll  intelligence  of  this  additional  mif- 
fortune.  At  laft,  awakening  as  it  were,  from 
a  dream,  he  became  fenlible  of  this  fatal  blow. 
•He  received  it,  however,  with  courage  and 
fortitude  He  fold  his  eftates,  and  paid  all 
his  debts,  and  with  the  remainder  embarked 
on  board  a  fleet  then  in  the  mrer,  hoping  to 
repair  his  fortune  in  foreign  countries,  and  re- 
turn again  to  England  in  profperity.  Bur, 
alas!  he  was  referved  for  a  harder  fate;  for 
his  {hip  ran  upon  the  rocks,  when  he,  and 


every 
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every  one  on  board  it  perifhed  in  the  fea. 
See  too  juft  a  representation  of  this  terrible 
calamity! 

The  brother  of  the  unfortunate  merchant 
.took  Infelix  and  maintained  him  at  this 
fchool.  The  daughter  fell  into  bad  hands : 
but  over  her  hiftory  let  me  draw  a  veil  of 
filence,  fince  Penelope  is  no  more.  Thus 
have  I  related  the  melancholy  hiftory  of  the 
family  of  this  unfortunate  young  gentleman. 
He  f-equently  repeats  it  to  us  when  he  finds 
us  inclinable  to  be  thoughtful  and  gloomy. 
He  is  the  constant  object  of  our  pity,  and  each 
does,  his  beft  to  confole  him.  But  of  this 
number,  I  mult  except  James  Flirt,  who  treats 
him  with  the  urmoft  contempt,  calls  him  a 
beggar,  and  thinks'him  beneath  his  company. 

Judge.  What  is  the  general  character  of 
Inlelix  ? 

Peter  Peaceful.  He  is  eafy,  affable,  and 
good-natured;  but  rather  gloomy  and  thought- 
ful, which  we  attribute  to  an  over  ferious  re- 
flection on  his  misfortunes. 

Judge.     What  think  you  of  James  Flirt  ? 

Peter  Peaceful.  Proud,  haughty,  infolent, 
over-bearing,  looking  upon  every  one  as  his 
inferior, 

Secretary, 
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Secretary.  Adam  Adams  come  and  give 
evidence. 

Judge.  Have  you  ever  feen  any  rude  be- 
haviour in  James  Flirt,  or  heard  him  throw 
,any  perfonal  reflections  on  Infelix  ? 

Adam  Adam*.  Yes,  frequently  :  it  is  not 
four  days  ago  that  I  was  playing  at  taw  with 
James  Flirt,  when  a  difpute  arofe  between  us ; 
and  as  Infelix  was  Handing  by,  I  defired  him 
to  decide  the  matter.  He  gave  it  in  my  fa- 
vour, when  James  Flirt  flew  in  a  violent  paf- 
lion,  and  was  furprifed  that  fuch  a  beggar 
fhould  prefume  to  give  judgment  againft  him. 

Judge.  What  anfwer  did  Infelix  make  to 
this  ? 

Adam  Adams.  He  (hook  his  head,  and  turn- 
ed away  without  making  any  reply. 

Judge.     What  is  your  opinion  of  Infelix  ? 

Adam  Adams.  He  is  every  thing  that  is 
good  and  amiable,  and  exactly  the  reverfe  of 
James  Flirt. 

Judge.  And  yet  you  play  at  marbles  with 
the  latter  ? 

Adam   Adams.     Yes,  for   the  fake  of  his 

.marbles:  I  have  won  of  him,  fince  he  came 

here,  two   hundred  and  fifty-nine  common 

marbles,  fe verity- three  allies,  and  eighteen 

F  3  baunces, 
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baunces,  all  by  fair  play;  and  I  was  fo  well 
pleafed  with  it,  that  I  drew  this  picture. 


Jonas  Goodchild  come  and  gire 


. 

Judge.     What  have  you  obferved  amifs  in 
the  behaviour  of  James  Flirt  to  Infelix  ? 

Jonas  Godchild.     One  day  laft  week,  being 

at  dinner,  James  Flirt  fat   next  to  me,  and 

x'next  to  him.     Our  mailer  had  helped 

:  both,  when  James  Flirt,  liking  Infelix's 

piece  of  meat  better  than  his  o\vn,  he  fnatch- 

ed  it  cut  of  his  plate,  and  threw  his  own  in 

the  room  of  it.     Infelix  afked    him  how   he 

could  .behave  fo  rudely  ?    Jie  bid  him  hold  his 

tongue* 
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tongue,  as  filence  would  beft  become  him. 
Infelix  replied,  though  he  was  not  born  to  a 
large  fortune,  yet  his  behaviour  (hould  mew 
him  to  be  a  gentleman,  which  he  feared  all 
his  money  would  never  make  him.  Flirt  was 
dung  to  the  heart  with  this  reproof,  and,  in-, 
flead  of  faying  any  thing  more,  cut  off  a  bit 
of  fat,  and  flung  it  full  in  his  face. 

Secretary.  Lewis  Bridges,  come  and  give 
evidence. 

Judge.  Relate  to  the  court  what  you  have 
feen  or  heard  of  James  Flirt's  ill  behaviour. 

Lewis  Bridges.  I  was  the  other  day  going 
to  play  at  dumps  with  James  Flirt,  when  we 
wanted  a  fourth  to  make  up  the  number.  I 
called  to  Infelix ;  but  he  no  fooner  came  than 
Flirt  refufed  to  play,  alleging,  that  he  thought- 
it  beneath  him  to  keep  fuch  company.  Upon 
this  Infelix  thus  fpoke  to  him  :  "  You  are 
fadly  miftaken,  Mafter  Flirt,  if  you  mean  to 
value  yourfelf  merely  on  your  large  fortune. 
My  parents  were  once  rich  like  your's ;  but 
the  hand  of  Providence  has  fo  ordered  it, 
that  I  have  now  loft  them,  and  I  am  left  in 
indigence.*'  FUrt,  inftead  of  making  him  a 
reafonable  anfwer,  turned  ihort  about,  threw 
a  hsndfuj  of  dumps,  told  him  he  pitied 
him, 
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him,  bid  him  pick  them  up,  keep  them,  and 
go  about  his  bufinefs.  Infelix,  grieved  at  the 
repeated  infults  he  received  from  Flirt,  could 
not  refrain  from  tears.  Some  of  us  followed 
him,  and  did  all  we  could  to  comfort  him, 
but  in  vain;  for  he  inftantly  wrote  a  letter  to 
his  friends,  begging  he  might  be  taken  fsom 
the  fchool.  A  letter  came  from  them  to  our 
jnafter,  who  immediately  determined  to  fend 
Flirt  away,  rather  than  loft  Infelix.  He  was 
willing,  however,  firft  to  try  what  effecls  this 
trial  might  produce. 

Judge.  It  is  almoft  needlefs  to  aflc  you 
what  is  the  general  characler  of  thefe  two 
young  gentlemen  ;  but  as  you  are  the  laft  evi- 
dence I  intended  to  call,  you  may  give  the 
Court  your  opinion. 

Lewis  Bridges.  Such  is  the  ccnduft  of  In- 
felix, that  everyone  efteems  him  as  the  molt 
agreeable  companion.  He  is  no  way  proud 
or  haughty,  nor  do  his  misfortunes  tempt  him 
to  fink  into  meannefies :  and,  even  of  the  lit- 
tle he  has,  he  is  always  ready  to  fpare  part  of 
it  to  any  one  in  wantj  but  the  behaviour  of 
James  Flirt  may  be  defcribed  in  a  few  words, 
that  he  is  altogether  disagreeable  and  infup- 
portable. 
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Judge.  I  apprehend  it  will  be  needlefs  to 
call  up  any  more  witneflfes  to  prove  the  charge 
alleged  againft  James  Flirt;  but  before  I 
require  him  to  make  his  defence,  I  would 
.adtirefs  myfelf  to  him.  To  you,  James  Flirt, 
I  am  now  fpeaking,  and  forry  I  am  that 
you  mould  ftand  in  need  of  my  admonitions. 
The  falfe  glare  of  being  born  to  riches  has 
Jed  you  into  thofe  errors,  which  may  one 
^ay  prove  your  ruio.  It  is  not  honours, 
wealth,  or  titles,  that  conftitute  the  man,  of 
which  juftice,  humility,  and  prudence,  are 
the  only  ingredients.  The  ancients  very  pro- 
perly placed  a  looking-glafs  at  the  foot  of 
Fortune,  that  her  darlings  might  behold  then*- 
/elves  therein,  and  be  reminded  that  they 
were  men  and  not  gods.  Profperity  vainly 
elates  the  heart  of  mankind,  and  they  can  no 
longer  look  upon  him,  however  grear  he  for- 
merly was,  who  is  now  reduced.  T!IP  tyrant 
Fortune,  fays  Salluft,  rules  every  thing  (he 
exalte  onCj  and  dehafes  another,  and  this  more 
by  caprice  than  re.ifon;  but  (he  cannot  give 
or  take  from  any  one  integrity,  probity,  and 
the  other  good  qualities  of  the  foul.  In  *]l 
Roman  triumphs,  two  men  preceded  the  cha- 
riot of  the  conqueror,  the  orje  bearing  in  -is 

hand 
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hand  a  death's  head,  and  the  other  a  peacock, 
frequently  repeating  thefe  wrrds  :  Remember, 
ihou  art  a  man  !  This  was  done  to  remind  the 
hero  ot  the  uncertainty  of  human  life,  and  to 
fliew  him  the  living  picture  of  himfelf  in  the 
pride  of  the  peacock  Were  I  permitted  to 
draw  one  inftance  mere  from  profane  hiftory, 
I  would  remind  yoa  of  the  melancholy  end 
of  Craffus,  the  richeft  of  all  the  Roman  repub- 
licans, whofe  idol  was  gold.  Avarice  was 
his  motive  for  undertaking  the  war  ag-ainft 
the  Parthians,  who  deftroyed  him  and  all  his 
army.  The  head  of  Craffus  being  brought 
to  the  king,  he  ordered  melted  gold  to  be 
poured  down  His  throat,  accompanied  with, 
thefe  infulting  words  :  "  Glut  thyfelf  with  that 
gold,  with  which  in  thy  life  time  thou  waft 
never  to  be  fatisfted!"  The  moft  cloudy  night 
often  fucceeds  the  cleareft  day,  and  the  <1orm 
frequently  gathers  on  a  fodden,  when  the 
heavens  feem  the  moft  ferene.  \W,at  is  this 
but  a  faint  image  of  human  affairs  ?  Profpe- 
ruy,  which  one  moment  ieems  as  fixed  and 
immoveable  as  a  rock,  is  in  the  very  next, 
turned  into  adverfity !  if  the  lon?eft  courfe  of 
human  life,  replete  with  delights;  if  years  of 
pleafure,  and  ages  of  happinefs  are  compared 

by 
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by  Solomon  to  a  fleeting  ftiadow;  to  a  fwift 
meffenger,  whom  we  hardly  fee  but  he  va- 
nimes;  to  a  fliip  in  its  moll  rapid  courfe 
ploughing  the  bofom  of  the  deep;  to  a  bird, 
whofe  flight  is  fo  fwift,  that  we  can  fcarcely 
diftinguifh  him;  or  to  an  arrow,  which  flies 
through  the  air:  if  we  compare  the  (hort  du- 
ration of  "human  life  to  theie  tranfitory  ob- 
jefts,  to  what  (hall  we  compare  Fonu  ,e  and 
Profperity,  which  often  flee  from  a  man  the 
very  moment  he  obtains  them  ?  Remember, 
James  Flirt,  you  are  now  at  a  fcnool,  whets 
no  diftinclion  is  paid  to  riche«xand  where  vir- 
tue and  genius  only  claim  a  priority  of  fa- 
vours; with  thefe  laws  you  muft  either  agree, 
or  quit  the  fchool;  but  rather  let  me  hope, 
that  you  now  fee  your  error,  that  you  will 
confefs  your  fault,  and  promife  never  to  do 
the  like  again.  You  will  then  give  me  the 
agreeable  opportunity  of  recommending  yo.u. 
to  the  mercy  ot  the  jury.  I  now  aflc  you, 
what  have  you  to  fay  in  your  defence  ? 

james  Flirt.  You  have  made  me  too  fenii- 
ble  of  my  crime,  to  leave  any  room  for  a 
defence.  Young  and  unexperienced  in  the 
world,  and  brought  up  from  my  infancy  in 
the  moft  miftaken  principles,  it  was  impofli- 
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biff  t  could  be  acquainted  with  thofe  truth«, 
of  which  I  am  now  made  fenfible.  I  will 
not  add  obftinacy  to  the  crime  I  have  been 
guilty  of,  but  do  acknowledge  my  fault,  and 
promifc  to  boar  my  punifhment,  whatever  it 
may  be,  with  becoming  patience.  When  the 
time  of  my  confinement  (hall  be  expired,  my 
conduct  (hall  convince  all  my  fchool-fellows, 
that  my  ftudy  mall  no  longer  be  to  grieve 
and  vex  Infelix,  but  to  comfort  and  relieve 
him. 

Judge.  Young  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  there 
appears  no  nec^flity  for  my  detaining  you, 
by  going  through  the  evidence  given,  as  the 
cha-ge  is  fupported  in  the  cleareft  manner. 
The  confefiion  of  the  prifoner  renders  this  dill 
lefs  neceflary.  He  is  charged1  with  a  crime, 
which  ought  to  be  pnnifhed  with  the  utmoft 
feverity ;  but,  as  he  acknowledges  his  fault 
with  the  appearance  of  much  fincerity,  and  as 
it  is  far  more  agreeable  to  this  court  to  con- 
vince than  pum'fh,  I  would  recommend  t0 
ycu  to  be  very  moderate  in  your  verdicl. 

(The  jury  then  went  out  of  court,  and  re- 
turned in  lefs  than  two  minutes.) 

Judge.  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  are  you 
agreed  in  your  verdift  ? 

Jury. 
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Jury.     Yes. 

Judge.  What  fay  you,  is  the  prifoner  guilty 
or  not  guilty? 

Jury.     Guilty. 

Judge.  What  punifhinent  will  you  have  in- 
fli&ed  on  him? 

Jury.  To  be  confined  three  days;  but 
during  that  time  to  be  allowed  every  other 
liberty  enjoyed  by  thofe  at  large.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  confinement,  publicly  to  alk 
pardon  of  Infelix. 

The  whole  court  was  highly  pleafed  with 
this  verdift,  and  more  efpecially  with  the 
fubmillion  of  James  Flirt,  of  whom  every 
one  had  conceived  no  hopes  of  reformation. 
Every  mouth  was  full  of  the  praifes  of  the 
judge,  whofe  eloquence  and  difcernment  af- 
ftonilhed  all  prefent.  In  fhort,  joy  appeared 
in  every  countenance,  and  the  particulars  of 
this  trial  became  the  public  talk  of  the  gen- 
try for  miles  round. 

As  foon  as  James  Flirt  was  conducted  to 
his  chamber,  in  the  ufual  form,  Infelix  went 
to  him  to  condole  with  him.  As  foon  as 
James  Flirt  faw  him  coming  to  him,  he  ran 
to  meet  him,  and  throwing  his  arms  around 
his  neck,  they  both  fell  a  crying.  When  the 
G  firft 
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fiift  emotions  of  tendernefs  were  over,  James 
Flirt  begged  his  pardon,  and  promifcd  never 
to  be  guilty  of  the  like  again. 

The  next  day,  James  Flirt  had  a  hint  given 
him,  that,  if  he  chofe  to  appear  at  large,  no 
notice  would  be  taken  of  it ;  but  he  infifted 
on  fuffering  his  puni'-hment.  On  the  fourth 
day,  he  gave  a  grand  entertainment  to  ail  the 
fchohrs,  and  their  matter  gave  them  a  holi- 
day on  the  occafion.  Never  was  a  day  fpent 
more  Lappily. 
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harmony  and  tranquillity  which 
JL  reigned  among  them,  and  the  mutual 
joy  which  danced  around  their  little  hearts,  is 
much  cafier  to  be  conceived  than  expreffed. 
There  was  no  longer  heard  thofe  continual 
bickerings,  thofe  wrangJings,  and  perpetual 
difputes  about  pre-eminence.  See  how  hap- 
pily they  furround  the  table,  and  jovially  par- 
take of  the  plentiful  but  frugal  feaft. 

It  was  plentiful,  becaufe  there  was  enough 
of  every  thirgj  and  frugal  becaufe  no  kinds 

of 
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of  luxury  were  admitted.  Butcher's  meat 
was  the  principal ;  but  as  it  was  on  a  very 
particular  occafion,  two  fowls  and  a  couple 
of  ducks  were  allowed.  With  their  victuals 
they  drank  table  b-  er;  and  after  thsy  had 
done  eating,  each  was  allowed  a  gill  of  wine, 
which  he  made  into  a  negus,  and  a  proper 
portion  of  fruit  was  allotted  them. 

While  they  were  thus  making  themfelves 
happy,  the'r  matter  \\ascalled  from  them,  to 
a  perlon  who  wanted  to  fpeak  to  him.  This 
was  Fanner  Gubbins,  who  came  to  ledge  a 
complaint  againil  one  of  the  fcholars  for  a 
trefpafs,  and  iufiikd  on  his  being  brought  tj 
a  trial.  *  He  talked  much  of  corn  fpciled, 
G  2  hedges 
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hedges  deftroyed,  and  trees  broken.  Their 
mafter,  not  thinking  it  proper  to  interrupt 
their  felicity  that  day,  defired  the  farmer 
would  call  on  the  morrow,  when  he  would 
enquire  into  his  charge.  The  farmer  went 
awav,  though  a  little  diflatisfied,  that  he  had 
not  juftice,  as  he  called  it,  immediately  done 
him. 

The  farmer  accordingly  came  the  next 
day,  when  their  mafter,  looking  on  it  as  a 
trifling  affair,  turned  it  over  to  judge  Mean- 
well,  who  heard  the  complaint,  and  fent  for 
Abraham  Avis,  the  accufed  young  gentleman. 
The  farmer  accufed,  and  Abraham  Avis  po- 
f  lively  denied  the  accufation.  The  judge, 
however,  in  order  to  pacify  Farmer  Gubbins, 
was  obliged  to  promife  him  to  bring  Abraham 
Avis  to  trial,  that  if  he  was  not  the  perfon, 
he  might  prove  who  was.  The  next  day 
was  appointed  to  hear  the  complaint  in  ccurt, 
and  notice  was  given  thereof  to  all  the  neigh- 
bouring gentry,  who  came  early  in  the  morn- 
ing to  hear  this  fingclar  caufe.  At  nine 
o'clock,  the  judge  took  the  chair,  the  jury 
chofen,  and  the  accufed  was  defired  to  ap- 
pear at  the  bar ;  for  he  had  not  been  confined, 

but 
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but  fufFered  to  go  at  large  on  his  parole  of 
honour.  The  trial  then  began. 

Secretary.  Farmer  Gubbins  againft  Abraham 
Avis  for  a  trefpifs.  Farmer  Gubbins,  pleafe 
to  come  forward,  and  fupport  the  charge. 

Judge.  What  is  the  nature  of  your  com- 
plaint, Farmer? 

Farmer  Gubbins.  And  pleafe  ycur  lordfhip, 
I  have  lately  received  much  injury  from 
naughty  and  wicked  boys,  who  huve  broken 
down  my  hedges,  torn  off  large  arms  from 
iny  trees,  and  done  great  damage  to  my  corn," 
If  matters  are  fufFered  to  go  on  in  th's  road, 
how  am  I  to  pay  Sir  John  his  rent,  the  parfon 
his  fees,  or  the  parifn  their  dues? 

Ji'dge.  But  how  do  you  know  that  thefs 
wicked  boys  belonged  to  this  fchocl,  and  that 
Abraham  Avis  was  one  of  them  in  particular? 

Farmer  Gubbins.  Why,  bccaufe  I  do.  Can't 
a  body  believe  one's  very  own  eyes? 

Jvdgp.  But  you  muft  teli  whore  you  faw 
them,  and  what  niifchief  they  did. 

Farmer  Gubbim.  So  [  can/  We  call  it  the 
Ten-acre-field,  and  a  fine  crop  of  whear  there 
is  upon  it  too.  To  go  to  it  from  our  farm, 
you  maft  turn  upon  the  left,  then  upon  the 
light  j  keep  the  large  oak  full  in  view  for  a 
G  3  little 
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little  time,  then  turn  down  by  the  pond,  go 
by  the  fide  of  the  fifter  elm,  and  you're  there. 

Judge.  You  muft  defcribe  how  you  difco- 
vered  the  accufed. 

Farmer  Gubbin*.  Why,  I  had  been  taking 
xny  morning's  walk,  and  had  fat  down  under 
a  tree  to  reft  myfelf,  and  look  at  my  grain. 
All  on  a  fudden  I  hears  feme  rogues  break- 
ing through  the  bufhes,  up  they  clamber  into 
a  tree,  and  from  thence  jumped  in  all  among 
the  corn.  Odd-zockers,  thinks  I,  now  I 
have  you.  I  ftarted  up  immediately,  and  ran 
to  th  m.  They  all  made  their  efc ape,  except 
that  rogue  at  the  bar.  I  caught  him,  and  I 
'nointed  his  jacket  foundly, 
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Judge.  Are  you  fure  that  the  young  gen- 
tleman at  the  bar  is  him  whom  you  beat? 

Farmer  Gubbim.  Sure  of  it  I  aye,  as  fure 
of  it  as  I  iee  vou. 

"Judge.  To  how  much  money  do  you  ap- 
preha.d  the  Damage  may  amount? 

Farmer  Gubbin*.  Why,  I  fuppofe  they  may- 
have  ipoiled  me  a  bulhel  of  wheat ;  that,  you 
know,  is  ffven  (hillings;  then,  the  damage 
done  to  my  tree,  I  reckon  at  five  morej  that, 
you  know,  makes  twelve;  then  I  fuppofe,  the 
mending  of  th'e  hedge  will  coft  me  two  {hil- 
lings and  fixpence.  Now,  all  that  put  toge- 
ther, makes,  you  know,  the  fum  amount  to 
fourteen  millings  and  fixpence. 

(Immediately  a  buftlc  was  heard  among 
the  young  gentlemen,  who  offered  to  raife 
the  money  that  inftant,  if  his  lordftiip  would 
difmifs  the  caufe  :  and  James  Flirt  himfelf 
offered  half  a  guinea  towards  it;  but  as  the 
matter  was  now  brought  to  a  trial,  his  lord- 
fhip  would  admit  of  no  compromife  in  court, 
and  filence  was  inftantly  demanded. 

Judge.  Have  you  any  thing  further  to  ad- 
vance, or  any  other  evidence  to  bring  in  fup- 
port  of  the  charge  ? 

Farmer  Gxbbins.  Odd'ZOokers,  what  would 

you 
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you  have  one  fay  more  than  one  has?  Why 
the  thing  is  as  clear  as  the  fun  at  noon- 
day! 

Judge.  Abraham  Avis,  what  have  you  to 
fay  in  your  defence? 

Abraham  Avis.  I  own  fome  part  of  the 
charge;  that  we  were  in  the  field  is  tru?;  but 
that  we  committed  the  damage  he  mentions 
is  filfe.  Myfelf,  and  four  others,  had  one 
morning  obtained  leave  of  our  matter  to  go 
and  take  a  lark's  neft,  which  we  knew  where 
to  find.  We  had  a  pa-ticular  cnution  given 
us,  to  keep  out  of  mifohkf,  and  particularly 
not  to  go  into  ihe  corn.  We  were  too  len- 
fible  of  our  matter's  indulgence,  to  wilh  to 
break  through  any  part  of  his  commands. 
\Ve  were  bringing  back  the  neft  v;e  had  been 
in  purfuit  of,  and  coming  by  Farmer  Gub- 
bins's  ground,  we  efpied  another  in  one  of  his 
trees.  I  was  fixed  on  to  take  it.  We  for 
fome  time  walked  along  the  fide  of  the 
hedge,  and  at  lall  found  an  opening  which 
led  into  the  ricld,  and  which  feemed  to  have 
been  forme  ly  made  by  (heep,  or  fome  other 
animals.  Through  this,  however,  we  went 
into  the  field,  without  breaking  any  thing, 
3nd  walked  as  cjofe  as  poffible  to  the  hedge, 

that 
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that  we  might  not  hurt  the  wheat.  Scarce 
had  I  got  np  into  the  tree  when  I  faw  Far- 
mer Gubbins  running  towards  us,  and  hal- 
looing out  revenge  agaiuft  us.  My  com- 
panions took  to  their  heels  and  got  off,  while 
I,  in  my  hurrry  to  get  down  from  the  .*c  , 
by  the  breaking  of  the  bough,  fell  in  among 
the  corn.  Before  I  could  get  up  again,  for 
I  had  much  hurt  myfelf,  the  farmer  came  up 
to  me,  when  he  beat  me  with  a  flick  he  had 
in  his  hand,  in  a  moft  unmerciful  manner  5 
and,  if  the  court  pleafes,  I  can  ftill  (how  the 
marks.  This  the  whole  truth  of  the  cafe, 
and  I  appeal  to  my  companions  for  the  truth 
of  what  I  have  advanced. 

Secretary.  Come  forward,  Henry  Lenox, 
and  give  evidence. 

Judge.  Was  you,  Henry  Lenox,  one  of  the 
party  on  this  bird-nefting  expedition? 

Henry  Lenox.  Yes;  but  we  did  no  mifchief: 
when  we  found  Farmer  Guhbins  coming  to- 
wards us  we  intended  to  keep  our  ground,  and 
convince  him,  that  we  had  neither  done,  nor 
intended  any  injury;  but  in  coming  to  us  he 
made  ufe  of  fuch  terrible  words,  as  frightened 
us  all,  and  obliged  us  to  run  away. 

Judge.  Do  you  imagine  that  Abraham 

Avis 
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Avis  would  have  fallen  among  the  wheat,  had 
not  the  farmer  put  him  in  a  fright? 

Henry  Lenox.  I  apprehend  he  would  not; 
for  he  had  been  (bine  time  on  that  bou^h, 
which  had  no  appearance  of  breaking  wirh 
him,  till  ihe  farmer  put  him  in  a  hurry  to 
quit  it. 

"Judge.  Did  you  fee  any  bruifes  which 
Abraham  Avis  faid  he  received  from  the 
farmer  ? 

Henry  Lenox.  Yes;  the  next  morning  he 
fhowed  me  his  arm  and  ihouldcr,  which  were 
yellow,  black,  and  blue. 

Judge.  Might  they  not  be  received  in  his 
fall  from  the  tree  ? 

Henry  Lenox.  I  think  not,  for  they  were 
plainly  the  marks  of  a  ftick. 

Secretary.  Edward  Jackfon,  come  and 
give  evidence. 

"judge.  I  fuppofe  you  was  one  of  the  par- 
ty. What  do  you  know  of  the  matte,  ? 

Edward  Jackfon.  I  was  one  of  thofe  that 
ran  away  as  foon  as  I  heard  Farmer  Guh- 
bins  coming;  but,  hearing  Abraham  Avis 
cry  out  terribly,  I  could  not  find  in  my  heart 
to  leave  him.  I  got  on  the  other  (He  of  the 
hedge,  and  hid  myfelf  behind  a  tree,  from 

whence 
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whence  I  could  hear  every  thing  that  paffed. 
Farmer  Gubbins  made  ufe  of  the  moft  wick- 
ed expreflions  I  ever  heard  in  my  life ;  and 
after  beating  Abraham  Avis  in  a  cruel  man- 
ner, told  him,  he  would  have  him,  the  next 
day,  tried  at  his  own  court,  where  he  would 
not  only  make  him  pay  for  the  damages  he 
had  now  done,  but  that  he  Chould  pay  for  all 
that  had  been  done  for  thefe  twelve  months 
pad.  As  foon  as  the  farmer  was  gone,  I 
went  to  Abraham  Avis,  and  found  him  for 
foms  time  unable  to  ftir.  I  helped  him 
home,  where,  on  his  pulling  off  his  mirt,  I 
was  frightened  to  fee  his  (boulders  and  arms 
fo  fwelled.  Upon  this,  I  went  into  the 
kitchen,  and  procured  a  little  vinegar;  with 
which  I  frequently  bathed  the  bruifed  parts. 

Judge.  Young  gentlemen  of  the  jury, 
Abraham  Avis  now  Hands  before  you,  charg- 
ed by  Farmer  Gubbins  with  damaging  his 
corn,  delboying  his  trees,,  and  breaking  down 
his  hedges.  Thefe  are  crimes,  of  which 
young  gentlemen  are  too  apt  to  be  guilty, 
and  of  which  they  feldom  properly  confidcr 
the  confequences.  Rent  and  taxes  fall  heavyj 
nor  are  thefe  the  only  expences  of  the  huf- 
bar.dman  ;  the  land  muft  be  manured  and 

ploughed, 
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ploughed,  the  feed  fown,  and  reaped  in  due 
feafon ;  all  this  muft  be  done  by  the  fweat  of 
his  brow,  or  at  the  expence  of  his  purfe. 
That  yoang  gentleman,  therefore,  who  can 
be  fo  thoughtlefs  as  wantonly  to  injure  peo- 
ple, to  v/hofe  labour  he  is  indebted  for  the 
bread  he  eats,  ought  to  be  feverely  punifhed. 
In  the  cafe  before  you,  the  farmer  leems  to 
have  taken  out  of  your  hands,  fuppofmg  the 
chargevjuft,  all  power  of  punifhment,  by  fe- 
verely punifhing  the  aggreflbr  himfelf;  and 
his  now  afking  redrefs  from  you,  is  an  affront 
on  the  court.  Abraham  Avis  in  his  defence 
fays,  that  he  did  not  break  through  the  bu(h, 
nor  had  any  intention  of  damaging  his  corn; 
and  this  feems  to  be  indubitably  confirmed 
by  the  fubfequent  witnefles.  They  found 
the  paflage,  into  his  fields,  through  the  hedge, 
already  made ;  and  there  is  more  than  a  pro- 
bability, that  had  he  not  come  to  them  in 
that  violent  manner,  neither  his  tree  had  been 
broken,  nor  his  corn  injured;  though  it  will 
admit  of  a  doubt,  whether  either  have  re- 
ceived any,  at  leaft  worth  mentioning.  If 
you  friould  differ  from  me  in  opinion,  and 
think  the  accufed  guilty,  yet,  I  doubt  not, 
you  will  fee  through  the  artifice  in  laying  his 

damages 
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damages  fo  high.  This  gentlemen  is  the 
ftate  of  the  evidence,  as  it  appears  to  me. 
Let  not  my  opinion  influence  you,  but  let 
your  own  confciences  direct  you  to  give  fuch 
a  verdict,  as  lhall  appear  to  you  juft  and  im- 
partial. 

(The  jury  were  hardly  a  minute  out  of 
court  before  they  returned,  and  brought  in 
their  verdict,  Not  guilty.) 

Judge.  Abraham  Avis,  I  have  the  pleafure 
of  given  you  an  honourable  difcharge  from 
the  bar ;  but  let  this  teach  you,  how  danger- 
ous  it  is  for  young  gentlemen  to  enter  the 
lands  of  another,  however  innocent  their  iiw 
tentions  may  be. 


TRIAL  THE  SIXTH. 

HPHE  court  being  fat  there  appeared  in 
JL  perfon,  the  widow  Dorothy  Careful,  to 
make  a  complaint  againft  Henry  Lucklefs, 
and  other  perfon  or  perlbns  unknown,  for 
breaking  three  panes  of  glafs,  value  nine- 
pence,  in  the  houfe  of  die  laid  widow.  Bc- 
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ing  directed  to  tell  her  cafe  to  the  court,  fh« 
began  as  follows: 

I  was  fitting  at  work  between  fix  and  feven 
in  ihe  evening,  juft  as  it  was  growing  duflc, 
and  little  Jack  was  fpinning  befide  rae,  when 
crack  went  the  window,  and  down  fell  a  little 
balket  of  cakes  that  was  fet  up  againft  itj  I 
cried  to  Jack,  Blefs  me,  what  js  the  matter ! 
fo  fays  Jack,  fomebody  has  broken  the  win- 
dow. I  dare  fay  it  is  fome  of  the  fchool- 
boys,  I  ran  out  of  the  houfe,  and  faw  fome 
boys  making  off,  as  faft  ES  they  could  go.  So 
I  ran  after  them,  as  faft  as  I  could;  but  I 
fhould  not  have  come  near  them,  if  one  had 
not  happened  to  fall  down.  Him  I  caught, 
and  brought  back  to  my  houfe,  when  Jack 
knew  him  to  be  Harry  Lucklefs.  I, told  him- 
I  would  complain  of  him  the  next  day,  and 
hope  you  will  make  him  pay  the  damage. 
The  judge  having  heard  the  widow  Careful's 
flory,  defired  her  to  fit  down,  and' then  defir- 
ed  Henry  Lucklefs  to  make  his  defence,  who 
after  fobbing  two  or  three  times  faid :  I  am 
as  innocent  of  this  matter  as  any  boy  in  the 
fchool,  and  1  have  f offered  enough  about  it 
already.  Billy  THompfon  and  1  were  play- 
ing in  the  lans  near  the  Widaw  Carefal's 

houfe, 
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houfe,  when  we  heard  the  window  crafh,  and 
direclly  after  {he  came  running  out  towards 
us.  Upon  this,  Billy  ran  away,  and  I  ran 
too,  thinking  I  might  bear  the  blame.  But 
in  running  I  {tumbled  and  lell,  and  before  I 
could  get  up  again,  fhe  caught  me  by  the 
hair,  and  began  lugging  and  cuffing  me.  I 
told  her  it  was  not  1  that  broke  her  window; 
but  it  did  not  fignify,  for  fhe  dragged  me  to 
the  light,  and  faid  fhe  would  inform  againft 
inc. 

'fiutgf*  I  find,  Widow  Careful,  you  were 
willing  to  revenge  yourfelf,  without  waiting 
for  the  juftice  of  this  court. 

Widow  Careful.     I  confefs  I  was  in  a  paf- 
fion,  and  did  not  confider  what  I  was  doing. 
Judge.    Well,  where  is  Billy  Thompfon  ? 
Billy  Thompfin.     Here. 
Judge,     You  have  heard  what  Harry  Luck- 
lefs  fays,  declare  whether  he  has  fpoken  the 
truth. 

Billy  Tbompfon.  I  am  fure  neither  he  nor 
I  had  any  concern  in  breaking  the  window. 
We  were  ftanding  together  at  the  time,  and 
I  ran,  on  hearing  the  door  open,  for  fear  of 
being  charged  with  it,  and  he  followed.  But 
what  became  of  him,  I  did'not  flay  to  fee. 

H  2  fu 
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Judge*  So  you  let  your  friend  ftiift  for 
himfelf,  and  only  thought  of  faving  yourfelf. 
But  did  you  fee  any  other  perfon  about  the 
houfe  or  in  the  lane  ? 

Bi/fy  Thompfin.  I  thought  I  heard  fome- 
body  on  the  other  fide  of  the  hedge  creeping 
along,  a  little  before  the  window  was  broken, 
but  I  faw  nobody. 

Judge.  You  hear,  good  woman,  what  is  al- 
ledged  in  behalf  of  the  perfon  you  have  accufed. 
Have  you  any  other  evidence  againft  him? 

Widoiu  Careful.  One  might  be  fure  they 
would  deny  it,  and  tell  lies  for  one  another; 
but  I  hope  I  am  not  to  be  put  off  in  this 
manner. 

Judge.  I  muft  tell  you,  that  you  give  too 
much  liberty  to  your  tongue,  and  are  guilty 
of  as  much  injuftice  as  that  of  which  you 
complain,  I  mould  be  forry  indeed,  if  the 
young  men  of  this  fchool  dcferved  the  general 
character  of  liars.  You  will  find  among  us, 
I  hope,  as  juft  a  fenfe  of  what  is  right  and 
honourable,  as  amongft  thofe  who  are  older  ; 
and  our  worthy  matter  certainly  would  not 
permit  us  to  try  offences  in  this  manner,  if  he 
thought  us  capable  of  bearing  talfe  witnefs 
in  each  other's  favour. 

Widvw 
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areful.  I  afic  your  pardon  ;  it  is  a 
heavy  lofs  for  a  poor  woman,  and  though  I 
did  not  catcfc  the  boy  in  the  fact,  he  was  the 
neareft  when  it  was  done. 

Judge*  As  that  is  no  more  than  a  fufpi- 
cion,  and  as  he  has  the  pofitive  evidence  of 
his  fchool-feilow  in  his  favour,  it  will  be  im- 
poflible  to  convicl  him  confidently  with  the 
rules  of  juftice.  Have  you  difcovered  any 
other  circumrtance  that  may  point  out  the 
offender  ? 

Widow  CarefuL  The  next  morning,  Jack 
found  on  the  floor  this  top,  which  I  fuppofe 
the  window  was  broke  with. 

Judge.  Hand  it  up.  Pleafe  to  examine  it, 
and  fee  if  you  can  difcover  any  thing  of  its 
owner. 

Juryman.     Here  is  P.  R,  cut  upon  it. 

Another.  Yes;  and  1  am  fure  I  recollect 
Peter  Riot's  having  juft  fuch  a  one. 

Another.      So  do  I. 

Judge.     Peter   Riot,  is  this  your  top  ? 

Peter  Riot.  I  don't  know,  perhaps  it  may 
be  mincj  I  have  had  a  great  many  tcps,  and 
when  1  have  done  with  them,  I  throw  them 
a*  ay,  and  any  body  may  pick  them  up  that 
pkafes.  You  fee  it  has  left  its  peg. 

H  3  J*dg** 
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Judge.  Very  well,  Widow  Careful,  you 
may  retire. 

Widow  Careful.  And  muft  I  have  no 
amends  ? 

Judge.  Have  patience.  We  (hall  do  all 
thejuftice  in  our  power.  As  foon  as  the 
widow  was  gone,  the  judge,  with  much  ib- 
lemnity,  thus  addrcffc-d  the  affembly. 

This  bufinefs,  I  confefs,  gives  me  much 
diflatisfadio!!.  A  poor  woman  has  been  in- 
jured in  her  property,  without  provocation  ; 
and  though  fke  has  not  been  able  to  convict 
the  offender,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  (he, 
as  well  as  the  world  in  general,  will  impute 
the  crime  to  fome  of  our  fociety.  Though 
I  am  convinced  fhe  charged  an  innocent  per- 
fon,  yet  the  chcumftance  of  the  top  affords 
a  ftrong  fufpicion,  indeed  almoft  a  proof,  that 
tie  perpetrator  is  one  of  our  body.  The 
owner  of  the  top  has  juftly  obferved  that  its 
having  been  his  property  is  no  certain  proof 
againil  him.  Since  therefore,  in  the  prefent 
defect  of  evidence,  the  whole  fchool  muft  re- 
main burdened  with  the  difcredit  of  this 
action,  and  (hare  in  the  guilt  of  it,  I  think 
fit  in  the  firft  place,  to  decree,  that  reftita- 
tlon  be  made  to  the  fufferer  out  of  the  public 

cheft: 
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cheft  :  arid  next,  that  a  court  of  enquiry  be 
inftituted,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  fearch- 
ing  into  this  affair,  with  power  to  examine 
all  perfcns,  who  are  likely  to  throw  light 
upon  it.  I  hope  thefe  meafures  meet  with 
your  concurrence* 

The  whole  court  exprefled  their  entire  fa- 
tisfa&ion  with  this  determination. 

It  was  then  ordered,  that  the  public  trea- 
furer  ihculd  pay  one  {hilling  to  the  Widow 
Careful,  and  make  an  apology  in  the  name 
of  the  fchool.  And  fix  perfons  were  taken 
by  lot,  out  of  the  jury,  to  compofe  the  court 
of  enquiry,  which  was  to  fit  in  the  evening. 

The  court  then  adjourned. 

On  the  meeting  of  the  court  of  enquiry, 
the  firfi  thing  propofed  by  the  prefident  was ; 
that  the  perfons  who  ufaally  played  with  Peter 
Riot  fhouM  be  feilt  for.  Accordingly  Tom 
Friik  and  Bob  Loiter  were  fummoned,  when 
the  prefident  aficed  them,  if  they  knew  the 
top  to  have  been  Riot's.  They  faid  they  did. 
They  were  then  afked,  whether  they  remem- 
bered when  Riot  had  it  in  his  pcfleffion? 

Tom  Frijk.  He  had  it  the  day  before  yef- 
terdayj  and  fplit  a  top  of  mine  with  it. 

Bob 
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Bob  Loiter.  Yes,  and  then,  as  he  was  mak- 
ing a  ftroke  at  mine,  the  peg  flew  out. 

Prefident.  What  did  he  then  do  with  it  >" 

Tom  Frijk.  He  put  it  in  his  pocket,  and 
faid  it  was  a  ftrong  top,  he  would  have  it 
mended. 

Prefident.  Then  he  did  not  throw  it  away, 
nor  give  it  to  any  body? 

hcb  Loiter.  No;  he  pocketed  it  up,  and 
we  faw  no  more  of  it. 

Prefident.  Do  you  know  of  any  quarrel 
Le  had  with  Widow  Careful. 

Tom  Frijk.  Yes;  a  day  or  two  before,  he 
\vent  to  her  (hop  for  fomc  gingerbread;  but 
as  he  owed  her  fix  pence,  ftie  would  not  let 
him  have  any,  till  he  had  paid  his  debts. 

Prefident.  How  did  he 'take  this  difap- 
pointment  ? 

Tom  Frijk.  He  faid  he  would  be  reveng- 
ed on  her. 

Prijltlent.  Are  you  fare  he  ufed  fuch  words  ? 

Tom  Frift.  Loiter  heard  him  as  well  as 
my  (elf. 

Prefident.  Do  either  of  you  know  any  more 
of  this  affair  ? 

Beth.  No,  Sir. 

W  hile  debating  on  the  next  ftep  to  be  ta- 
ken, 
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ken,  Jack,  the  widow's  fon,  was  introduced, 
who  thus  addreffed  the  prefident  : 

Jack.  AS  I  was  looking  about  this  morn- 
ing for  fticks,  in  the  hedge  over  againft  our 
houfe,  I  found  this  buckle.  So  I  thought, 
this  muft  belong  to  the  perfon  that  broke 
our  window?.  So  I  have  brought  it  to  fee  if 
any  body  in  the  fchool  would  own  it. 

Prefdtnt.  On  which  fide  of  the  hedge 
did  you  find  it  ? 

Jack.  On  the  other  fide  from  our  houfe 
in  the  clofe. 

Prefident.     Let  us  fee  it.    This  is  fo  fmart 
a  buckle,  that  I  am  fure  I  remember  it  at 
Once,  and  fo  I  dare  fay  you  all  do. 
All     It  is  Riot's. 

Prtfideiit.  Kas  any  body  obferved  Riot's 
fboes  to  day  ? 

One  BGJ.  Yes,  he  has  got  them  tied  with 
firings. 

Prefident.  Very  well  j  we  have  nothing 
more  to  do,  than  to  draw  up  an  account  of 
all  the  evidence  we  have  heard,  and  lay  it  be- 
fore the  judge.  Jack,  you  may  go  home. 

The  minutes  of  thecourt  were  then  drawn 
up,and  the  prefident  took  them  to  the  judge. 
After  lie  had  perufed  them,  he  ordered  an  in- 
dictment 
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dictment  to  be  drawn  up  againft  Peter  Riot, 
"  for  that  he  meanly,  and  with  malice  afore- 
thought, had  broken  three  panes  in  the  Wi- 
dow Careful's  window,  with  a  top,  whereby 
he  had  committed  zn  injury  on  an  innocent 
perfon,  and  had  brought  a  difgrace  on  the  fo- 
ciety  to  which  he  belonged."  At  the  fame 
time  he  fent  to  inform  Peter  Riot,  that  his 
trial  would  come  on  n^xt  morning. 

Riot,  who  was  with  fume  of  his  gay  com- 
panions, affected  to  treat  the  matter  with 
great  ind5ffe;ence,  and  even  make  a  Kft  of 
it.  However,  in  the-  morning,  he  thi'UfJ'.t  it 
beft  to  endeavour  10  make  it  up,  and  accord* 
ingly,  v-hen  the  vourt  was  aflernbled,  he  fent 
one  of  his  friends  with  a  (hilling,  faying  that 
he  would  not  trouble  them  with  any  further 
enquiries,  but  would  pay  the  fum  that  had 
been  iflued  out  of  the  public  ftock.  On  the 
receipt  of  this  mefiage,  the  judge  with  much 
fevrrity  obferved,  that  by  fuch  contemptuous 
behaviour  towards  the  court,  the  criminal 
had  greatly  added  to  his  offence,  he  ordered 
two  officers  to  bring  in  Riot,  and  to  tfe  force, 
if  he  fhould  refill  them.  The  culprit  think- 
ing it  bed  to  fubmit,  was  led  in  between  the 

officers : 
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officers  j  when  bem*  placed  at  the  bar,  the 
judgf  thus  addrefied  him  : 

1  am  forry  that  any  member  of  this  fociety, 
can    be  To  little  fcnfible  of  the   nature  of  a 
crime,  and  fo  little  acquainted  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  a  court  of  juliice,  as  you  have  (hewn 
yourfelf  to  be,  by  the  propofal  you  took  the 
improper  liberty   of  fending  to  us.     If  you 
meant  it  as  a  confefiion  of  your  guilt,  you 
certainly  ought  to  have  vvaiied  to  receive  from 
us,  the  penalty  we  thought  proper   to   inflicl, 
and  not  to  have  imagined  'that:  an  ofTer  of  the 
mere  payment  of  damages  wouiu  faiisfy  juf- 
tice  agaiult  >ou.      If  YOJ  had   only   broken 
the  wirdow  by  accident,    and   on    your   own 
Accord,  ofFereJ  lelHvUtion,  nothing  lefs'than 
thfi  full  damages  could   have  been  accepted. 
But  you  now  ftaiid  charged  with  having  done 
this  mifchief,  meanly,  iecretly,  and  malici- 
ouflv,  and  thereby  have  added  a  great  deal 
of'crl'qfiinal  intention  to  th-s   acl.     Can  you 
think    that   a   court  like   this,    defigned    to 
watch  over  the  morals,  as  well  as  protecl  the 
property  of  our  community,  can  fo  flightly 
pafs  over  fuch  aggravated  offences  ?     You  can 
claim    no   merit   from  contdfing  the  en.,  e, 
'How  that  you  know  fo  much  evidence  will 

appear 
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appear  againit  you.  And  if  you  chufe,  ftifl 
to  plead  not  guilty,  you  are  at  liberty  to  do 
if,  and  we  will  proceed  immediately  to  the 
trial,  without  taking  any  advantage  of  the 
confeflioii  implied  by  your  offer  of  payment. 

Riot  flood  Client  for  fome  time,  'and  then 
begged  to  be  allowed   to    confult  with  his 
friends,  what  was  beft  for  him  to   do.     This 
was  agreed  to,  and  lie  was  permitted  to  retire, 
though  under  the  guard  of  an  officer.     After 
a  mort  abfence,  he  returned  with  more  humi- 
lity in  his  looks,  and  faid  he  pleaded  guilty, 
and  threw  himfelfon  the  mercy  of  the  court. 
The  judge  then  made  a  fpeech  of  forne  length, 
for  the  purpofe  of  convincing  the  prifoner,  as 
well  as  the  by  (landers,,  of  the  enormity  of  the 
crime,  he  then  pronounced  the  following  fen-  . 
tence.     You,   Peter   Riot,  are  hereby  fcn- 
tenced  to  pay  the  fum  of  half-a-crown  to  the 
public  treafury,  as  a  fatisfaftion  for  the  mif- 
chicf  you  have  done,  arid  your  attempt  to 
conceal  it.     You  are  to  repair   to  the  houfe 
of  Widow  Careful,  accompanied  by  fuch  wit- 
neffes  as  we  (hull  appoint,  and  there,  having 
firft  paid  her  the  fum  you  owe  her,  you  fliall 
afk  her  pardon,  for  the  infult  you  offered  her. 
You  "(hall  likewife,  to-morrow,  after  fchool, 

A  and 
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ftand  up  in  your  place,  and  before  all  the 
fcholars,  aik  pardon  for  the  difgrace  you,  have 
been  the  means  of  bringing  on  the  fociety; 
and  in  particular,  you  (hall  apologize  to 
Henry  Lucklefs,  for  the  difagreeable  circum- 
ftance  you  vyere  the  means  of  bringing  him 
into.  Till  all  this.^s  complied  with,  you  Ihall 
not  prefurne  to  come  into  the  play-ground,  or 
join  in  any  diverfions  of  the  fchopl;  and  all 
perfons  are  hereby  admonifoed.  not  to  keep 
your  company,  till -this Jsj  done. 

Rio,t  was  then  difmiflcd  fo  his  .room;  an4 
in  the  afternoon  he:was.t;^keji  to  the  widow's, 
who  was  pkafed  to  receive  his  fubmiflion  gra-f 
cipufly,  and  •  at  the  fame  time,  U>  apologise 
for  her  own  improper  behaviour  and  treat- 
ment of  Henry  Lucklefs,  to  whom  flie  font  A 
prefent  of  a  nice  ball  by  way  of  amends. 


TRIAL  THE  SEVENTH. 

SO  general  was  the  harmony  that  now  fub- 
fijted  among  the  fcholars,  that  for  week?, 
there. \vas    hardly  heard    a  murmur  amoag . 
them.     livery  one  was  ready  to  oblige  or  ac- 
I  comrnodate 
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commodate  his  fchool- fellows,  and  to  give 
good  advice  to  prevent  any  aft  which  might 
tend  to  interrupt  the  happinefs  or  good  order 
of  the  fchool.  In  fliort,  fuch  a  Borough 
change  had  the  mode  of  trial  effefted  in  their 
manners,  that  the  gardeners  in  the  vicinity 
no  more  found  it  neceffary  to  exhibit  their 
boards  with  MEN-TRAPS  and  SPRING- 
GUNS,  to  intimidate  the  fchool-boys  from 
wantonly  robbin'g  and'deflrdying  the  fruits  of 
their  gardens;  nor 'the  farmers  to  complain 
of  fences  broken  down,  orchards  plundered, 
or  grain  trodden  to  the  ground.  Such  was 
the  ftate  of  affairs,  when  a  charge  was  laid  by 
Richard  Aimwell,  before  the  mailer,  againft 
BHly  Thoughtlefs,  of  a  breach  of  truft,  at- 
tended  with  afts  of  cruelty.  The  next  day 
was  appointed  for  the  trial,  on  which  occa- 
lion  the  court  was  foon  crowded:  at  nine 
o'clock  the  judge  entered  the  court,  the  jury 
were  chofen,  and  the  accufed  made  his  ap- 
pearance at  the  bar. 

Secretary.  Richard  Aimwell  againft  Billy 
Thoughtlefs,  for  a  breach  of  trull,  attended 
with  afts  of  cruelty.  Richai  4  Aimwell,  you 
are  ordered  by  the  court  to  fupport  the 
charge. 
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Judge.  Richard  Aimwell,  explain  the 
circumitances  of  the  charge. 

Aimwell.  It  is  with  great  reluctance  and 
diffidence  I  appear  before  this  court,  particu- 
larly when  1  am  called  upon  to  criminate 
one  of  my  fchool-fellows;  indeed  nothing 
(honld  have  induced  me  to  it,  but  that  love  of 
juftice,  honefty,  and  humanity,  which  at  this 
moment  glows  in  my  heart,  and  fupports  me 
in  my  attempt  to  fyeak  on  this  important  and 
intending  occafion. 

'judge.  Proceed  to  the  charge  without 
circumlocution. 

Aim<welL  The  charge  fo  touches  my  feel- 
ings, that  I  beg  to  be  excufed,  if  I  am  n^t  fo 
brief  as  may  be  wiihed.  In  the  fummer  fea- 
fon,  when  not  at  fcjiool,  it  has  been  my  chief 
amufement  to  go  into  the  woods  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, to  feck  out  birds'  nefls ;  not  with  a 
view  todepiive  them  of  their  eggs  or  young, 
but  to  difcover  the  intricate  places  in  which 
they  build;  to  admire  the  curious  mateiials 
of  which  their  nefts  are  compofed  ;  to  watch 
their  care  and  attention  from  the  time  the  fe- 
male depofits  her  eggs,  till  the  young  brood 
burft  from  their  narrow  cells,  and  with  their 
feeble  cries  redouble  their  parents'  afiiduity 
I  2  in 
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in  (applying  them  with  food;  then,  with 
wonder,  behold  the  rapid  progrefs  they  make 
from  a  helplefs,  callow  ftate,  till  they  are  full 
fiedged,  when  they  quit  their  native  home,  to 
provide  for  themfelves,  and  partake  of  fimilar 
toils  and  fimilar  :pleafu res  in  rearing  broods 
of  their  own.  A  few  days  ago,  Billy  Thought- 
lefs  accompanying  me  in  one  of  my  excur- 
fions,  begged  I  would  fhow  him  fome  of  the 
'  nefts  with  which  I  was  acquainted,  for  he  was 
very  curious  to  fee  fome,  never  having  been 
able  of  himfelf  to  difcover  any.  To  fatisfy 
his  curiofity,  but  on  the  exprels  condition  of 
bis  promifxig  not  to  meddle  with  them  him- 
felf, or  difclofe  them  to  any  other,  I  mowed 
him  a  Goldfinch's  neft  with  feven  eggs,  and 
a  Robin  Redbreaft's  with  callow  young.  But 
behold  the  reward  of  my  confidence,  on  my 
return  twe  days  after,  I  found  them  robbed 
of  their  contents,  the  nefts  torn  to  pieces,  and 
flrewed  on  the  ground;  and  1  have  every 
reafon  to  believe  that  Billy  Thoughtlefs  is 
the  Only  perfon  guilty  of  this  ac~l  of  cruelty 
and  breach  of  truft. 

Judge.     Are  you   certain  that  thefe  nefts 
were   robbed    by   Billy  Thoughtlefs,    feeing 

they 
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they  were  not  private  property,  but  built  in 
a  wood,  free  of  accefs  to  any  one? 

AimnuetL     1  had  not,  my  lord,  ocular  de- 
,monftration  of  his  being  guilty  cf  the  offence, 
but  I  hope  to  be  able  to  produce  in  evidence 
fufficient  proof  of  his   haying  committed  the 
crime,  with  which  he  (lands  accufed. 
Judge.     Produce  your  witneiTes. 
Secretary.     Henry    Lenox,   come  forward 
and  give  ey Hence  on  this  trial. 

Judge.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  this 
affair; 

Len-x.  Yefterday  morning,  I  faw  Billy 
Thoughtlefs  wich  fome  bird's  eggs  flrung  up- 
on a  thread. 

J'iJge.  Do  you  know  what  fort  of  bird's 
eggs  they  were? 

Lenox.  I  did  not  infpe<5l  them  fo  cloftly, 
as  to  f  y  what  bird's  e^gs  they  were. 

j'?tdge*  What  number  might  there  be  of 
them  ? 

Lenox.  I  cannot  positively  fay; — there  ap- 
peared to  be  about  fix  or  feven. 

Jyjgc.  Do  you  believe  they  were  the  fame 
that  Richard  Aimwell  difclofed  to  Billy 
Thoughtlefs,  in  the  way  of  iiiendftiip  or  con- 
fidence. 

I  3  Lenox. 
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Lenox.     I  think  they  were. 

Judge.  What  reafon  have  you  for  thinking 
fo  ?  Did  you  fee  him  take  them  ? 

Lenox.  I  did  not ;  but  when  I  enquired 
where  he  had  got  them,  he  laughed,  and  faid 
that  was  nothing  to  me,  and  fpoke  fomething 
about  how  poor  Richard  Aimwell  would  be 
difappointed. 

Judge.  Da  you  know  any  thing  about  a 
neft  cf  young  Redbreafts  ? 

Lenox.     No. 

Judge.  Do  you  know  any  thing  farther  of 
this  matter  ? 

Lenox.     I  know  nothing  farther. 

Judge.     Call  up  the  next  witnefs. 

Secretary.  Tommy  Telltruth,  come  for- 
ward and  give  evidence. 

Judge.  Inform  the  court  what  you  know 
of  this  matter. 

Telltmtl.  On  Thurfday  evening  lad,  Billy 
Thoughtlefs  called  me  afide,  and  afked  me 
what  I  would  give  him  to  (how  me  two 
nclb.  I  told  him  that  i  would  give  him  five 
marbles  and  a  peg-top;  thefe  he  accept- 
ed, and  appointed  early  the  next  morning, 
before  fchool-time,  to  (how  them  to  me. 
Accordingly  we  went  to  the  wood,  where  he 

{hewed 
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fliowed  me,  in  a  crab-tree,  a  neft  with  feven 
eggs,  and  another  under  the  margin  of  a 
bank,  near  a  black  thorn  bum.',  with  five 
young;  and  when  we  were  returning,  he 
begged  of  me  to  be  fare  not  to  tell  Richard 
Aimweli  that  he  discovered  them  to  me. 

"Judge.  So  you  left  both  the  nefts  fafe  at 
that  time? 

Telltruih.  Yes ;  but  on  a  fudden  Billy 
Thoughtlefs  turned  back,  telling  me  to 
Hand  ftill  and  fee  that  none  of  the  fcholars 
were  coming  that  way  to  follow  him.  When 
he  returned  to  me  he  had  Teven  eggs  and 
five  young  birds  in  his  hat;  upon  feeing 
which,  I  remonftrated  with  him  on  the  cru- 
elty of  robbing  the  poor  birds  of  their  eggs 
and  their  young. 

"Judge.  But  are  you  certain  that  thefe  eggs 
and  yoifng  were  not  thofe  of  fome  other 
birds,  than  the  Goldfinch  and  Redbreaft,  that 
you  faw  ?  They  might  have  been  thofe  of  a 
Wren  or  Hedge-fparrow. 

Telltruib.  The  eggs  of  a  Goldfinch  are 
diftinguilhed  from  thofe  of  a  Wren  or  Hedge- 
fparrow,  being  much  larger  than  the  former, 
and  of  a  pure  white  colour,  fpecked  atd 
marked  with  a  reddifh  brown,  inftead  of  a 

pale 
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pale  blue,  or  fea-green,*  which  diftinguifhe? 
the  eggs  of  the  latter. 

Judge.  What  reafon  have  you  to  think, 
that  thefe  were  the  farr.e  eggs  and  birds,  fince 
you  did  not  fee  Billy  Thoughtlefs  rob  the 
neft  before  mentioned  ? 

Tdliruth.  I  have  every  reafon  to  believe 
fo  ;  from  Billy  Thoughtlefs  being  fo  anxious 
that  I  mould  not  difcover  my  knowledge  of 
thefe  nefts  to  Richard  Aimwcll;  and  when  he 
returned  from  robbing  them,  he  exclaimed, 
how  p^or  Richard  Aim  veil  would  be  difap- 
pointed  when  h.e  found  the  nefts  were  gone  ! 

JuJge.  Do  you  know  what  he  did  after- 
wards with  the  eggs  and  the  young  birds  ? 

Tellirifih.  'He  carried  them  in  his  hat 
home  wares,  till  he  met  with  a  boy,  to  whom 
he  oi&red  the  young  birds  for  fale,  but  not 
being  feathered,  the  br*y  wou!d  not  purchafe 
them,  being  thus  disappointed  in  his  bargain, 
and  obliged  to  return  to  fchool,  he  cruelly 
refclved  to  lay  t>em  down  on  the  road,  in 
fpite  of  my  remor,3rancfs,  for  himfelf  and 
the  other  )>oy  to  1'hroW  'flones  at  — At  this 
I  was  fo  (hrckecl,  r  .at  1  ran  cff,  and  left 
them  lo  ptr^trrtte  their  cruel  deeds  by  them- 
felves,  and  this  is  all  I  ULUW  of  tlie  matter. 

judge. 
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Judge.  I  think  it  unneceffary  to  examine 
any  more  witnefles.  Kilty  Thoughtlefa 
what  have  you  got  tq  fay  in  your  defence  ? 

Billy  Thougltlefs.  Trie  crime,  with  which  I 
ftand  charged,  if  it  merits  that  name,  needs 
no  defence.  The  evidence  is  fo  plain,  that 
I  {hall  not  attempt  to  invalidate  it.  I  own 
I  robbed  the  two  nefls,  with  which  I  am  ac« 
cufed.  But  who  will  pretend  to  fay,  in  fo 
doing,  that  I  have  committed  a  crime  > 
Can  any  one  fay  they  were  private  property? 
No.  Did  they  not  belong  to  every  one  who 
chofe  to  find  them  out,  as  well  as  to  Richard 
Aimwell;  and  as  toits  being  abreach  of  trull 
becaufe  Richard  Aimwell  difcovered  them 
to  me,  is  not  worthy  of  notice.  Had  he  put 
any  or"  his  property  into  my  poflfcflion,  and  I 
had  made  ufe  of  it  as  my  own,  without  re- 
turning it  again,  this  might  be  with  proprie- 
ty called  a  breach  of  truft:'  But  thefe  neftg 
'might  have  been  known  of  by  thoufandsbe- 
fides  Richard  Aimwell  j  in  this  cafe  whofe 
property  were  they  ?  Any  one's  who  firft 
laid  hands  on  them  for  his  own  ufe.  Thus, 
I  hope,  1  ftand  acquitted  of  this  breach  of 
truft  ;  and  as  for  the  a&s  of  cruelty  laid  to 
my  charge,  they  are  no  more  than  1  fee  com- 
mitted 
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mitted  daily  by  other  boys.  Indeed  I  thought 
it  an  a6tof  humanity  to  (tone  the  young  birds 
to  death,  to  prevent  them  from  being  ftarved 
of  hunger.  Having  thus  eafily  anfwered  the 
charges,  the  jury  cannot  for  a  moment  hefi- 
tate  to  bring  in  their  verdi6t,  Not  guilty. 

Judge.  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  it  is  needlefs 
to  runa  up  the  evidence:,  Billy  Thoughtlefs 
having  openly  and  obdurately  acknowledged 
his 'having  committed  the  crimes,  on  which 
he  ftandYir.di&ed.  Richard  Aimwell  con- 
Felfes  he  was  not  inftigated  by  private  refent- 
ment  to  bring  forward  his  charge,  but  from 
the  pure  motives  of  humanity,  which  does 
much  credit  to  the  tender  feelings  of  his 
heart.  Beforeyou  withdraw,  I  wifti  to  direct 
your  attention  to  the  fallacious  arguments 
made  ufe  of  by  the  prifoner  at  the  bar.  He 
fays,  that  robbing  the  nefts  was  no  breach  of 
truft,  fince  others  might  be  acquainted  with 
them,  as  well  as  Richard  Aimwell  This  is 
fophiiVicalin  theextreme,  forRicbard  Aim- 
well  as  certainly  did  confide  orentruft  the 
knowledge  of  thefe  nefts  to  Billy  Thought- 
Jefs,  ss  he  could  have  done  any  property 
cf  which  he  was  poffefled,  and  that  too 
without  fee  or  rewaid,  at  the  exprefs  fo- 

licitation 
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licitation  of  the  faid  Billy '  Though tlefs. 
Again,  can  any  thing  be  more  abfurd,  than 
his  fetting  forth  in  his  defence,  in  exlenua- 
tion  of  the  commiffion  of  one  cruel  aft,  the 
committing  another  more  atrocious.' Thefe 
being  fufticiently  obvious,  need  no'  farther 
remark — I  wifh  now  only  toobferye,  that  it 
appears  to  me,  the  prifoner  has  been  iricon- 
fcioufly  guilty  of  thefe  offences,  from  the 
daily  example'  of  a6ts  of  cruelty  committed 
on  the  brute  creation;  did  boys  in  general 
but  for  a  moment  conlider,  how  they  fhould 
be  tortured,'  by  having  their  legs  or  arms 
torn  from  their  bodies,  when  in  the  a&  of 
tearing  offthe  legs  or  wings  of  flies,  butter- 
flies, or  bees,  or  transfixing  their  bodies  with 
pins  or  needles,  they  would  (hudder  at  the 
deed.  What  harm  do  the  poor  innocent 
Goldfinches  or  Robin  Redbreafts/  with 
whofe  fongs  the  folitary  woods  are  enliven- 
ed, to  induce  us  to  rob  them  of  their  eggs 
or  young.  Have  they  not  all  the  fond  feel- 
ings and  tendernefs  of  the  moft  indulgent 
parents!  Why  then  fliould  they  be  tOFtur- 
ed  in  their  moft  tender  connections. 

(The  jury  retired  for  a  few  minutes,  and 
brought  in  their  verdict,    Guilty  ofthefaflt 
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laid  to  bis  charge  but  not   with  a  crimhic. 
tent  ion.  ^ 

Billy  Though th j>.  My  lord  and  genllemc  f 
of  the  jury,  if  it  is  not  trefpafling  on  your 
time,  and  breaking  through  the  order  or  the 
court,  I  (hould  be  glad  to  be  allowed  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  never  till  this  moment,  did  I  fee 
thingsin  the  pointof  view,  in  which  his  lord- 
ihip  has  reprefented  them.  I  was  always 
taught  to  believe,  that  the  birds  and  bean's 
were  made  folely  for  our  ufe  and  amufement, 
and  that  we  had  a  right  to  torment  or  torture 
them  in  fuch  manner  as  our  imaginations 
might  induce.  I  am  fincerely  convinced  of, 
my  error,  and  am  ready  to  fuffer  any  fen- 
tence,  pronounced  by  way  of  punifhment. 

The  judge  and  jury  being  well  fatisfied 
with  the  fincere  and  candid  declaration  of 
the  prifoner,  pafled  the  eafy  fentence  of  his 
making  a  proper  acknowledgement  .of  his 
offence  to  Richard  Aimuell,  to  which  he 
cheerfully  fubmitted}  and  thus  happily  and 
fatisfa&orily  ended  the  trial. 

FINIS. 


Printed  by  W.  Da. ton,  «nd  J.  ani  J.  Hajv.-y, 
G—  '-*xh\,rch  street. 


